THE HOLY 
: SACRIFICE OF THE MASS. 
_ EXPLAINED IN SERMONS 


A COURSE OF SEVEN LENTEN SERMONS, INCLUDING: 
A SERMON FOR GOOD FRIDAY 





' ELEVEN SERMONS ON THE 
` SACRED HEART 


i 

| 

j 

BY THE | 

Rev, J. FUHLROTT | 
_._ MBRARY | 
et, VINCENT ARGHABEE | 
LATAŠEE PA, | 

i 

| 

ji 


j RaW YORK 
_ * JOSEPA E WAGNER, Inc. 














ET 


Spig : 
Bak 
BIOL Obstet ' 
REMIGIUS LAFORT, 8.9.1. 
Censor Librerses 
‘Bmpcimatue 
MICHAEL AUGUSTINE: 
Archbishop of New York 
. * 
Neie York, September 11, 1902 


Copyright, sox, by Josteli  WaoneR, New Your 
PHidted Int the United States of Antero 


nepo a 





CONTENTS. 


' THE HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS, 


PAGE 
I, The-necessity of a sacrifice worthy of God..ssecsvecsnnsvearevese X 


~ TY Jesus Christ the worthy sactifice of the New LaWrserraxiexse sne § 


Ii, ‘The necessity and the nature of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass,.. 11” 


IV. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass; thé most gloriots sacrifice. 1.115 16 
V. The Holy Sactifice of the Mass, the most efficierit sacrifice....,. 21 
VI. The perpetual celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Magé..c.+. 27 


‘VIL. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass a renewal of the bloody sacrifice 
x on the cross, -(Sermon for Good Friday), ..vsecevecsrereee 32 
S j * 


s 


SERMONS ON THE SACRED HEART, 


x 


È The saeted Heart of Jesus the most-worthy object of adoration 
an 


OVE. saa cemaancsansdhe bar bedieedentivpareteticectanvaders Æ 


"TL ‘The Sacred Heatt of Jesus is the book of the elect, in which the ` 
whole sum and substance of our knowledge and reflection is 


CONTAINED, . pen edv era rend enter ttre nee ORR EMMY WC ORY iar anien 


WL. The Sacred Heart of Jesus ap; ‘burning, go. aš to inflame 
our hearts anew with love for the Holy Eucharist and the 
Sacred Passion, sarcvsvesyawsvcearceressrvacye cen seaviscenoa IF 


IV. The Sacred Heart of Jesusa nijpror of. every viriles sas iessausee IF 


ic “Yi The Sacred Heart of Jesus begins even at His birth the work 
Of oir Redemption. ssa ceresssrnecans coos capa ca ctv ered nee gee OE 


YL The Divine Heart of Jesus a morning offering to the Father for 
the sins of the world....0..,.>cexess vray ou neatrr ever te essees RÅ 


‘VIL ‘The Sacred Heart of Jesus the most obedient of all, a; pewa «ruime rea 28 


YIU, The Divine Heart of Jesus; although exceedingly meek, is very 
* "zealous. for the fre of the ert ake Pathetssvtecrsasesees 32 


‘EX, The Sacred Heart of Jesus exceedingly rich in MEY rase vws semie 36 


~ Bi The Sacred Heart of Jesus a wall of living waters, in which the 
T ais Gals R sacl ahoa gress ca seas estas av 


Rt. Dam the Doors if any one enters by Me, he shall be sived, essee 44 


4 







a 








i 


o gemeg pe 


The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 


- A COURSE OF SEVEN LENTEN SERMONS. 


re 
me 


= 
fo" 


j 






























I, Tse Necessizy or A ṢSackwce Worry or Gob. 
“A sactifice to God is an aiflicied spirit’’—Ps, 1. 29, 


The holy season of Lent which has just begun, should be an 
occasion for ts to think oftener and more seriously than ordi- 
narily of the salyation of our soul. For this reason Holy Church 
offers us more frequent opportunities than at any other time, of 
the year, by impressive services and. sertuons,.to think over the 
great truths, which should in particular impel and move us to 
eare for the salvation of our soul, There is, however, no other 
feats of salvation, which exerts such power in the Christian life, 
and which is more adapted, if properly understood and brought 
into daily life, to unite man and. his heart with God, to take him 
‘away from every-day worldly life, and, Jead hini to God, than the 
doctrine of the Most Holy, Sacrament of the Altar. The Blessed 
Sacrament is. not orily ‘the source. from whence all the graces of 
salvation flow to us, bitit is the center of our whole. spiritual life, 
from the cradle to the grave, and it is the center of the ‘whole 
Catholic worship of God. 

‘We know that to honor and to love Jesus Christ in the Most 
Eloly Sacrament of the Altar should be our joy and happiness: the 
worship of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist gives us blessing and happi 
pess for body and soul, consolation and strength in life and death. 

With the help of God we will take for our Lenten considera- 
tion. this year the doctritte of the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar; 
namely, the Catholic teaching of the Most Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass, 

Sö as tö ptopetly understand and comprehend the teaching of 
| the Most Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, my dear brethren, we rust 
©. know Beforehand first of all what we are to understand by a sac- 
oifice, and we must learn that man is required to offer to God an 
erecable sacrifice. Let this therefore be the object of our con- 
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templation to-day, and we will consider; (x) What is understood 
by sacrifice, and (2) the necessity of a sacrifice worthy of God. 

x. The word “sacrifice? from “sacer,” sacred, and “facere” to. 
make, meahs to-offer to Heaven, that is to say: to present, to offer, to 
give. Sacrifice is therefore a gift presented by man to God. Cer- 
tainly God is the Lord and ruler of evety creatures and. we might 
ask the question: What has man that he can offer to God? God 
has, however, given man a ceftain authority to govern. himself, and 
power over all creatures, When, then, man offers a gift to God, he 

„acknowledges thereby the supremacy af God over man and over all, 
creatures, This is the very esseiice and nature of worship, Sacri- 
fice forms, therefore; naturally the center of divine service ia every 
religion. It is a necessity for man to express his religious senti- 
ments; to give outward and actual expression to the consciousness 
of his allegiance to God. Therefore, sacrifice is as ancient as the 
history of man. Already in paradise before sin, it-was man’s solemn 
duty to show his absolute submission to God, by voluntaty and per- 
fect obedience, By an absolute submission of his. will to God man 
would have remained united with God. 

We know that man im paradise refused this sacrifice of submit- 
ting his will fo God; he sinned. Even in the state of sin it still `- 
temained his duty, as we shall see, to offer sactifice, as it was still . 
the duty 6f man to acknowledge and to worship the supreme Tord- 
ship of God. With this duty was combined from now on that other 
impottant task of appeasing an offended God, of calming His 
wrath and henceforth every sactifice assumed the character of an 
expiatory sacrifice, Man by sinning had deserved death; sinful 
man deserved death. A respite was, however, granted to him in 
the meantime, in expectation of the coming Redeemer, but man had 
to acknowledge and adinit that death was the deserved punishment, 
Tt was easy for man to sée that he must make atonement, and offer 
an expiation to a degree which he was unable to accomplish him- 
self, He theréfore looked about for an object of sacrifice, for a i 
sacrificial gift, tò which he might transmit his guilt, and then offer 
atonement by faving it slain, or, as the case may be, destroyed. In 
this way we dirive at thie idea of atonement by proxy, and it this. way 
we also arrive at the right understanding as tegards the object of 
sacrifice, 

Sacrifice is the offering up of a material, visible gift, offered to 
God alone by a lawfully appointed minister, to acknowledge God as 
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the Supreme Lord, and to propitiate His wrath, and offered by 
tieans of sacred rites, We must observe five parts as belonging 
essentially to the nature of sacrifices 

{#) First of all the object of sactifice must bë owned by the one 
offering’ the sacrifices for how could the offer of a giit gain 
favor from another, when the gift does not in any way belong to 
me? i; 

(b) The object of sacrifice must be. something’ material, some- 
thing visible, Man consists of body and soul; in all pursuits: of the 
soul the body takes part, therefore it is just and reasonable that the ; 
pitt, with which man seeks to propitiate an offended God, should l 
‘pe taken from amongst visible things, so that the body might par~ 
take therein. ” 

(c) After what we have-said about sacrifice, it is clear to us that 
mat. must offer sacrifice to God alone, the Almighty Lord, of ali 
thihgs; o£ course we can offer to a man, to an éarthly Jord or king, 
présents and gifts, bita sacrifice in the right sense of the word can 
only be offered to the Almighty, to God alone, g 

(d) In such offering we must have the intention of acknowledg- 
ing the supremacy of God over us, and of striying to appease His 
otitraged majesty. 7 

. (#) From the foregoing points it appears that by offering tp of 
a sacrifice the object is to recoricile two estranged parties. For this 
reason a meiliator is necéssary, who is acceptable to both parties, 
who intercedes for the one-party and receives the gift from the 
other; he is the lawfully appointed minister, through whom the 
- sacrifice is offered; and thus we come të the mediating priesthood, 
~ whieh is an essential condition in the service of ‘sacrifice: . 
` 2, Now we may asks Is such a sacrifice riecessary? Is it neces- 
sary that. man should offer to God, his. almighty Lord, visible. gifts, 
or canse them to be' offered to Him, thereby to acknowledge Him 
ag his Master, and to appease His outraged majesty? Without 
hesitation we must anwer: A sacrifice is necessary; we mtist make 
a sacrifice to God, for we are His debtors, and we must wipe out 
out indebtedness if possible. We ate guilty before God in a multi- 
tude of ways, ` ( < 
“F beleve in God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
éarth’—this is how we begin our profession of faith, God there- 
. fore is our ‘Lord; from Hirm we have our beings without Him we 
> should not be; therefore to Him is due our entire devotion, our 
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absolute obédience, and we should disregard our position as gre- 
ated beings, by neglecting to acknowledge our dependence apon 
God, and give outward expression to our submission to Him. 

Weare debtors fo Godt O what precious goods have we received 
from our Lotdl The life of the body, the life of the soul, the facul~ 
ties anid strength of the body as well as of the souls are they not all 
gifts and presents from God? “What hast thou, O man,” says there- 
fore the apostle very truly, “which thou didst not xeceiye?” Cer- 
tainly, dear brethren, if we wished to enumerate all the enefits 
which we have received From God for soul and body, we should 
not know where to begin or whore to leaye off; with feelings of the 
most profound humility and gratitude we should say with the 
Psalmist: “What shall I. render to the Lord, for all the things 
that he hath, rendered to; me?” (Ps. cxv., 12), Asie yourselves, 
dear brethren, whether there would, be a spark of gratitude in us 
if we did not feel a desire to offer to God; the Giver of all goad 
gifts, ‘frequently and willing a sacrifice of thanksgiving? 

We are debtors to God, Let us suppose, i£ that were possible, 
that God would withdraw Himself from us for one hour, that He 
would refuse us His help, would take aivay from ns His saving, pro~ 
tecting and blessing hands what would become of us? 

Yes, indeed, we are dependent upon God every moment of our 
fivess every moment ‘brings with it fresh benefits from God for" 
us} wë could not exist if we did not continually receive God's as- 
sistance and blessing. Every day we come to God with different 
requests atid, prayers: what is more. natural, what is more self- 
evident than that we should accompany our petitions with a gift 
pleasing to God! - oe 

We are debtors to God. O what have we done? We knew His 
will and we have not complied with it; we knew His ommand< 
ments, and how have we behaved toward Him; we called Him our 
Master, and yet we did not serve Him; we received His benefits, 
and then we grieved and offended Him! We fave sinned, and 
thereby merited His wrath and His chastisement. How can we 
make amends for all this? All nations acknowledge. that man 
must offer sacrifice to the Highest Being, and they all have intro- 
duced sacrifice in the worship of God; ever the heathen, though 
misguided in fhe choice of their sacrifice, and in the manner of offer- 
ing it, yet they all introduced the practice of it, Man is a debtor to 
God; and we must strive as much ds possible to pay this debt, and 
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for this purpose sacrifice is necessary; a religion therefore without 
picrifice is not conceivable, For this reason, God, who wished ta 
bring up the people of Israel as His people, in whom He wished to 
preserve the trtereligion and the belief in the one true God, ordered 
them to offer a sacrifice to God + a sacrifice of thanksgiving, a-sacri- 
fice of prayer, and a sacrifice of praise, and He instructed this 
people carefully as to the season, and number, and manner of offer- 
ing of sacrifices. We certainly must conclude that: If God did not 
allow the prescribed sacrifice ‘of the did law to remain, but, on the 

‘contrary, abolished it, it does not mean that the new, perfect Jaw, 
whose founder and center is the incarmate Son of God Himself, 
should. be without sacrifice. No; on the contrary, we may, and we 
ought to, conclude from this, that God hads. enabled man to offer a. 
more perfect, and worthy sacrifice, under the new law, * 

‘The sacrifices of the old law were, as the Apostle St. Panl says 
justly, insiguifitant, imperfect in substance, and only of yalue by 
the intention offered with them, What does miserable man possess 
that He could offer as a commensurate sactifice tò Almighty God? 
The holiest and most perfect ‘man, éyen the prire spirits in heaven 
weré not precious enotigh nor worthy to be offered up to God as 
an efficietit’ sacrifice. For this reason the Son of God Himself 
became our sactifice, He willed to take the guilt and. the obliga» 
fions of mankind upon Himself, and placed His divine Person, 
through taking unto Himself our human nature, in a position to 
fulfill all onr obligations toward God. God therefore Himself gave 
fò man, who stood in such great need of it, a sacrifice worthy of 

_ God, of which St. John writes in his revelation: “This is the Lamb, 
en was-slain from the beginning of ‘the world” (Apoc. zik 8). 
E ens, 
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* Clirist also hath foyed us, and hath delivered himself for us, an oblation 
atid a sacrifice to God, for an odor of sweetness” (Eph. ve 2). 


Man did not submit his will entirely to the. will of his Creator in 
he state of innocence, still fess did he do so in the state of sin, Tt 
as necessary that man should offer this obedience to God. Man 
wed to God, his Lord and Creator, a sacrifice. This necessity of a 
notifice has been recognized by all people, at all times, There has 
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never hegn, therefore, a single ‘race in the history of man which has 
not introduced sacrifices in its religious worship. For the people of 
Istael, which God raised up to be His people, so as fo preserve in it 
the belief in the one true God, He Himself ordained sacrifice, The 
sacrifice of the old law consisted, according to Mosaic law, of 
bleody and tnbloady offerings, which were intended to inculcate the 
consciousness upon this people, that God was their only and great- 
est Master, to whom they awed everything, and whom, therefore, 
they should honor in the highest degree, Furthermore, this sacrifice, 
especially the sacrifice of atonement, should preserve among the peo~ 
ple the consciousness of sing committed, and of the heavy weight of 
guilt which burdened man, and which must be wiped out, and which 
would be expizted one day by the promised Redeemer of the world. 

Certainly neither this sactifice of the Jews, still less the various and 
often sintful-sacrificés of the heathen, could. suffice to the Almighty 
for the past sins and offenses of mankind, and He to whom eyery~ 
thing belongs could not be propitiated by any of these sacrificial 
offerings. To perfect the new Jaw, founded by the Bua of God Him- 
self, and in which. from the beginning the promised Redeemer was ta 
accomplish the work of redemption, God willed to create for man a 
Letter, amore perfect. sactifice-—a sacrifice which would. be sufficient 
to afford Him complete satisfaction, and in which man might ac- 
knowledge his submission and alfegiance in the most-perfect way. 

Jesus Christ, the Son of Got Himself, became this perfect sacri- 
fice of the new law, the promised Redeemer, and this sacrifice s 
‘be the object of our contsidetation toloy, in whieh we should con- 
Siders | 

I, Christ as a sacrifice by His will. 
I. Christ asa sacrifice by His teaching and His deeds. 
IIR Christ as a sacrifice by His death upon the cross, 


‘The third point we will oriit, on account. of its great importance, 
from: ott meditation to-day, and reserve the same for our special 
consideration ‘on Good-Friday evening. 

I. The sactifices of the Israelites, which God had prescribed for 
them through Moses, had a proper intention, and a profound mean- 
ing, but the Tsraclites did not, as they were told many titties by their 
own, prophets, augment that sabrifice by its most important ingredi- 
exit, ie., with leading a pure and spotless life. 

They believed that they had bought the favor of the Almighty with 
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their outward oblations, and had made sufficient satisfaction to God 
for thèlr sins, For this reason God told them through His prophets: 
“T will not take calves out of thy house, nor he-goats oút of thy 
flocks” (Ps. xlix, 9) y “for I desired mercy, and not sacrifices and the 
knowledge of God more than holocausts” (Osee vi. 6), and so Jest 
game and was the “end, of the law” (Rom. x. 4); and by His bloody 
death, offered once and forever the worthy and all-sufficient sacri- 
fice for the sins of men, and btovght about the.“ adoration of God in 
Spirit and in truth” (John iv. 24). , 

Tf we look up the writings of the New Testament, we find 
it repeatedly’ stated, that it is the duty of mari to offer sacrifice to 
God, that he must Joye God alone, serve Him and obey Him, and 
consecrate to Him alone all the facilties of his mind and body, 
(Rom, xii. z; Heb, xiii x5, 16; Matt Be. 13, xii. 7). Jesus Christ 
came to offer'this sacrifice to God, and to teach men anew how 
they could offer it themselyes, and to entirely and perfectly sub- 
* mit His. will to the will of His Heavenly Father as the Psalmist 
said of Him beforehand: “Sacrifice and oblation thot didst not 
desire; burnt-offering and. sin-offering thou didst not require. Then 
said Is Behold I come.” In the head of the book it -is written 
‘of she that T should do thy wills Ò my God, I have desired it, 
and thy faw in the midst of my heatt” (Ps. xxxix). How pér~ 
fectly did Jesus Christ solve this problem and sacrifice His will! 
From that solenn moment in the simple'toom of the Virgin Mary 
at Nazareth, in which she said, “Be it done to me according to thy 
word” (Lake i, 38), at which moment the Son of God became man, 
actording to the will of His Heavenly Father; until that awful 
momerit in the garden of Gethsemani, in which the Lord Jesus 
Christ, recognizing the difficulties and the bitterness of this sacrifice 
of she will, exclaimed, His forehead eoyered with a bloody sweats 
Father, not my will, but thine be done” -(Lake xxii. 42). His 
ole life of thirty-three long years was an uninterrupted sacrifice 
of the will, an uninterrupted obedience to God His Heavenly 
ather, No sooner had Jesus reached the age at which the ordinary 
iid begins to use its teasou, than He commenced to overcome His 
an feelings, His attachment to His parents, He parted from Hig 
parents, and said in the temple at Jerusalem: “Did you not 
nowy that I must be about the. things that are my Fathers?” 
Lake di. 4g}. Although He was the Son of God, and equal to the 
wenly Father in eternity, power, holiness, and perfection, yet 
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He submitted His human will to the will of His Father in heaven, 
as He said Himself: “I came down from heaven, not to do my own 
will, but the will of Him that sent me” (John vi. 38). Lhe accom- 
plishment of His Heavenly Father's will was all in all to Him? for its 
sake He forgot to eat and drink, On one occasion, tired after a 
journey, He sat down at Jacob’s well. His disciples had gone to the 
nearest tawn to bring food and drink, Meantime fhe Saiuritan 
woman approached Him, and He instructed her about the kingdom 
of God, The disciples, returning, invited their Master to eat, but 
He spoke these.memorable words: “I have meat to eat which you 
know not: thy meat is to do the will of him that sent me” 
(John iv. 32-34). Look, dear brethren, at this perfect submission of 
His own will, the complete sitrender of His will to the will of thé 
Almighty, the most perfect sacrifice of His will, although His entire 
life, from. His conception, from His birth in the stable until the 
agony in the Garden of Olives, “obedient in all things, obedient evén. 
unto death” (Phil, 1.8). Truly, if was a sacrifice worthy of God; it 
could be, and it must he, acceptable to Him.- The first creatures 
had denied Him the obedience which was His due; their descendants 
were just as wicked and refused God the obedience due to Him and 
$ò men went on, and they will never cease to refuse God their obedi- 
ence, ‘Through this perfect obedience of Jesus Christ, all man’s: 
disohedience, from the very first notit the last was expiated; the 
wrath of God is now propitiated, and He turns a friendly counte- 
hance toward His children, He pardons them, and: gives them His 
grace and His blessing, on accotnt of the obedience of the Redeemer. 
TT, As Christ made a sacrifice of His will to propitiate the Al~ 
mighty for man’s refusing his obedience, He was also, ‘by 
His teaching and His life, the most. perfect sacrifice for men} for by 
His teaching and His actions, Heshowed mai how from henceforth 
God must be acknowledged as the Almighty Lord of heaven, and 
earth, and hoy alf men and all tiations must serve the true God alone, 
and, indeed, they must serve Him and adore Him “in spirit and in 
truth?’ ‘This is the purport of His teaching, and that is the aim of 
His work, that man may find again the right way to God, and may 
return to his proper relationship with God. For this reason he 
founded. a Kingdom of God upon earth, Christendom, which 
should be a port of salvation and a place of expiation for all. men 
who would be taken info it. Christ is the high priest of this ex- 
aked new kingdom, who spent His entire pure life as Mediator be- 
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tween God and man. Through Him alone—this is His teaching— 
| 
i 


gan we come to the Father in heaven; through Him alone can man 

be sayed (John. vi. 44, 66; Jolin x 7,93 John xiv. 6, 7; Acts iv, 12) 
Neither is there salvation in any- other. For there is nọ- other 
pame under heaven given to men, whereby we must be Saved.” 
“ Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus” (Rom. iii, 24). 

‘The life of Jesus, therefore, was a life of incessant privation and 
denunciation, of poverty, by being stripped even of the most netes- 
sary things, so that He could say of Himself: “The foxes have 
holes, and the birds of the air nests, but the Son of maf hath not 
where to lay his head” (Matt, viii..20). Thereby He has taught 
mern to bear poverty for the love of God, and to become poor for the 
Jove of God, to rénotince property and fortune, wealth and pleasures, 
so as to honot the Giver of all good gifts, Hence His teaching: 
"TE thou wilt be perfect, go sell what thou hast, and follow me” 
(Matt. xix. 2x). Christ is the sactifice of peace. Who could fill in 
the unfathomable breach, which sin had caused, between the Creator 
and the-creature; who could equalize the dreadful disorder into 


which the creattire had fallen, with its Creator, if Christ had not. 


given Himself as a peace offering, whom the prophet proclaimed 
Jeforchand as our Prince of Peace (Is. ix. 6), whose birth was ars 
nounced ey the angels in songs of peace: “Glory to God in the 
ee and on earth peace to men of good will” {Luke ii, 14), and 
fo introduces Hirself as our peacemaker with these words: “ Peace 
T leave with you, miy peace I give unto you” (John xiy, 27). 
; Christ is the sacrifice of freedom, Ak, how disgraceful was the 
t condition of slavery in which mankind Jay imprisoned, on account 
of sin} Mans thoughts and wishes, his actions and undertakings 
were influenced and hindered by the Jaw of ‘his sinful flesh; we 
sighed tinder the dominion of the prince of darkness, as the apostle 
says: “Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sih” 
(John viii. 34). Christ snapped these fetters asunder; Christ de- 
spoiled Satan of his dominion aver us; Christ offered Himself up as 
a sacrifice, and has made us really free (John viii. 36). Christ has 
* hecome the sacrifice for our temporal welfare. Who could count all 
the sufferings and troubles and afflictions which would have over- 
taken mankind itt Conseqtience of sin, and who could give man the 
cdurage andsstrength to bear therr all, to endure all, Hie sicknesses, 
- and the visitations of sorrow, if Christ had not made Himself a sac- 
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Reus, and declared * Come to me, all you that labor, and 
Indien, and 1 Will xefresh you” (Matt. xi, 28). 
Christ became a sacrifice of love. Men were. the children of | 
from the beginning, and it was their destiny to be, and to ren 
etefhally the children of God. But alas! what strife and y 
enmity, what quarrels and what hatred had spring up betw 
God and man, and between man and man! Christ shows us by 
example and teaches ts by His word, how we tat again look u 
Godas otir Father, and how we akordid love Him; He shows us 
‘His example, and teaches us hy His word, how we ate to love - 
another, and to tepert ons another as children of theone Fat] 
Tie makes it a condition of belonging to His kingdom, that weh 
“lave one for abother ” (John xiii 35). ed 
Ghrist hea-conde Himself the sactifice-of our lives. O how pi 

wae death, the hardext and the Tast of the temporal punishme 
for ala! Chriat, the Lord over life and death, took away thesting 
death. We raised mary dead to life again while He was upon eat 
He restored health tæ many sicle persons who were near death, 2 
taught them that death is only a sleep, a passing over to a better | 
without sorrow, Blest with this conviction, the holy Simeon wist 
to die (Luke fi, 29),.and tlie Apostle Paul cried out, inspired: *' 
live'is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil. j, ty. 2 

. Dear brethren, we have in Christianity, in the kingdom of pre 
and reconciliation, a sacrifice worthy of God, a soitiplete sa¢rifi 
Jesus Christ took upon Himself our sins, Joadéd ‘Hirnself with o 
guilt, bore for us suffering and sorrow, persecution, hatred a 
even death itself, “Tt behooved him in all things to be made like 
his brethren” (Heb. ï, 17). In all things He offers Himself: 
God ás a sactifice, soas to discharge our burden, to exalt us, £0 san 
tify us, and to be olr reconciliation. “Christ is our advocate wi 
the Fathér, and not for us only, but for the whole world 
{L John ii. x, 2). i 

Leus, my dear brethren, acknowledge with gratitude and em 
tion, what the apostle says? “That, denying ungodliness and world 
desires, we should live soberly, and justly, and godly in this worl 
looking for the blessed hope and coming of the glory of the gre 
God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ, who pave himself for us, th: 
he might redéein us from all iniquity, and might cleanse to hinise 
oe acceptable, a pursuer of good works” (‘Titus ii, 12-14 
ei. s 
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IIÉ Tun Necegórey AND vie NATURE OF THE HOLY SACRISICE 0E 
THE Mass, 


CTE any itan eat of this bread, he shall live forever: and the bread which 
Twill give, is my flesh for fhe fife of the world\~Jobm vi. sz 


Jesus Christ is, in His person, and in‘His life and conduct here 
' apon earth, att historical character, separated from us by space and 
time. His work of redemption, His life and. death of sacrifice, is of 
< itself and in itself a complete fact. Tf we stopped at this idea we 
_ should have no other association with the historical Redeemer who 
died upon the cross, than we should have with-ahy other historical 
‘character of antiquity, and the work of redemption itself would 
he simply an historical fact; the acquisition of the redemption 
would consequently be nothing else than a remembrance, just as 
we acquite historical, facts by tradition. This is the Protestant 
Standpoirit, and that is the regson why the Protestant cari nok grasp 
fhe thought that Christ continues to live in His person and in 
His works in the visible Church, They can not cotiprehend. that 
|. Christ is really present in the Holy Eucharist, but they only acknowl- 
#edge Christ present therein figuratively, as a token, as a femem- 
|. ‘brance. How different is our Catholic view and conviction! We 
n -believe in a real communion of man with Christ; we knoow that 
¥ swe who are living dre united with the living Christ; we know and 
1i bélieve that tle living Christ is present in our midst ‘We are 
. tonsequently nob satisfied with merely an historical, Christ, nor 
: with an historically consummated redemption, but we require that, 
thë past should become the present; that the sacrifice of Golgotha 
. Should be a continuous and eyer present sacfifice whose fruits we 
' can acquire at all times. f 
< We know from our Holy Faith of Christ's presence in the most 
. Holy Sacrament of the altar, Our expectations of a continual ever- 
present sacrifice is accomplished by the Holy Eucharist, the most 
Holy Sacrament of the altar, as a sacrifice, We will consider to-day 
briefly: A : ` 


a eni 


T—Hove necessary this Eucharistic sacrifice is. 
TL—-Why it is 2 real sacrifice worthy of God. 
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Erom what has been already said we know that the sacrifice accom- 
` plished by Jesus Christ is not sufficient for us; that we must have 4 
sacrifice continually present with us, in which we can take part, If 
we could have séen the sacrifi¢e of the life of Jesus, and lived through 
it, and if we could have united our good works with His, and have 
begged Him to let us take part it His works of sacrifice; if we 
could really have.seen His blood flowing, and have been able to 
beseech. Him fpon our knees that He might offer one drop theren€ 
to the heavenly Father as a propitiation for otir sins arid: guilt, then 
we should have certainly heen happy and contented. Instead of this, 
it is nearly two thousand, years since Christ Himself offered up this 
all-sufficing- sacrifice, Christ has returned to God the Father in heaven, 
and sits at His righthand. Our participation in the sacrifice of Jesus 
is wanting. The fruits of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ are the merits 
of Christ, the grace which justifies ‘and sanctifies us, We thust take 
part in this grace of justification; the worle of the redemption accom~ 
plished by Jesus Christ must be executed in every single person just 
as much as it was accomplished at that time, ‘This takes place in, 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, which, as we shall see, renews per- 
petually by a living and constant activity, the sacrifice of the cross 
in its entirety, divested only of its: limits of time and space, in thé 
Church founded by Christ. In the Eucharistic Sacrifice of the Holy 
Mass, Christ has left Himself and His eritire works, all the fruits and 
merits of His actions, as a sacred legacy to His Chirchi,.and through . 
her to all mankind for their perpetual use. g 
Tr many parts of the Old Testament the treasure of grace which: 
-Christ has merited for. us by His work of sacrifice, is represented. 
to us by the symbol of flowing waters. These wateis of salvation 
are, by virtue of the sacrifice of Christ, comitig to mankind as from 
a well dug at the foot of the ctoss:on Calvary. By the institution of 
the Sacrifice of the Mass, the Lord has formed these waters into a 
_ tunning, living stream, the well has become a stream of living waters, 
flowing abuadant{ in all directions. Each celebration of the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, every offering of the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass, ts a fresh bubbling-up,an outpouring of the source of salvation, 
whereby the water of salvation is brought near to us, and placed. 
within our reach. But even this does not quench our thirst: We 
must approach this well of life, ahd drink of the same in reality. 
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The Sacraments are the channels through which this saving drink 

js brought to us, The Holy Encharist is the principal-channel, for 

it supplies us with this water of salvation‘in abundance, without the 
, source ever becoming exhausted. 

‘We see, desirly beloved, that the'historical fact of Christ's life and. 

} death of atonément is, not sufficient for tis, Christ must five.on in His 

Cr person as well asin His sacrifice, He must be present with hs, as 

: Jong as wè stand in need of sanctification and réconciliation with 

' God, Tis in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass that this need is realized. 


Fe 


ae % z P 
E n 1- . # 


Now we ask.the question; Is the Holy Sacrifice-of the Mass a real, 
true sacrifice? We shall find that the Holy Sacrifice of the Massis 
really a true sacrifice, if we consider the institution of the same, a 
compare the attributes of a sacrifice with it. a 

In that solemzi, evening ‘our when Christ ate the Paschal lamb i 
His disciples, béfore He went to His death, He founded the. Chureh of 
kalyation, He erected-thé altar upon which the. true sactifice Of 
atonement ofthe New Law was theri offered, and should te offeret 

< up daily for us to the heavenly Father, This is the reason He 
desired so ardently for this hour, as He Himself declares:.* With, 
desire T have desired to eat this pasch with you before I suffer” 

(Luke xxii, f5.) “And taking-bread, He gaye thanks, and brake, 

and gave them, saying: This is my body which is given for you, Do .:* 

this for a commemoration of me, Te like mariner the chalice also, 

after he had supped, saying: This is the chalice,-the new, testathent 
f in my blood, which shall be shed fór you” (Mattxxvi; Luke 2h.) 
1» “Do this in commemoration of me.” 

This is the institution of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in. a few 
brief words, arid at the same time the first offering up of the same, 
as well as the manifestation of the will of Jesus that de should from 
now oñ be continually repeated in His Church. Let ts observe wells. 
* The body which shall be given—the blood which. shall be ghed?” 
This can have no other meaning or significance than: This is my body 

which will be given for the dtonement of the sins of men, and this j is 
iny blood which flows for the forgiveness of the sins of men. His 
body is, therefore, a true body of sacrifice, His blond is really a blood 
of sacrifice.” Very important for the understanding of the Holy 
Euchafist as a sacrifice, is this expression of our Lord’s: “ This is 
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the chalice, the new testament in my blood,” The new law is just as 
distinguishable by the blood which flows, as the old Iaw, and the new 
Jaw is just as fulfilled in blood as the old law, only not by the blood 
of goats and oxen, but by the blood of the Lord. That blodd is, 
therefore, here as well as there, a blood of sacrifice; herg as there we 
have a sacrifice of the laws : 

‘This sacrifice, which Christ offerdl np for the first time, shall con- 
finue for ever; “Do this for & commemoration of me” As Christ 
offered sacrifice, so were the Apostles obliged anid authotized to offer 


the sacrifice of the body and blood of Christ, With the sacrifice 


Christ, therefore, erected the temple of sacrifice, the Holy Church, on 
that memorable evening before He went to shifer, and He placed. 
therein the priesthood, because where there is sacrifice, there must 
also bepriests. For this reason the Council of Trent affirrtis: Who~ 
soever supposes that by these words? do this for a.commemoration of 


me, Christ did not institute or ordain the Apostles as priests, that they . 


thetaselves, and the other priests should offer up His body and His 
blood, he be excommunicated?” Christ, therefore, at the Last Sup- 
Per; instituted and offered up the sacrifice of the new law, What 
‘He gave there was the food of sacrifice, and what He ordained was 
the command that this sacrifice should be celebrated perpetually, 


Let us consider now, how this sacrifice has all the qualities of a 


true sacrifice, The oblation must be the property of the sactificer. 

Christ gives Himself as the oblation, His own flesh, His own blood, 

Whe can contest His right of possession! : 
The oblation must be something exterior, something visible. Christ 


explains what He is giving: “ This,’ says He, “that I hold in my , 


hands, which appears to you to be bread, is my flesh; this, that is 
in the chalice, which appears to you like wine, is my blood.” Under 
the visible forms of bread and wine, Christ offers up His flesh and 
Blood. as a sacrifice. 

‘The sacrifice must be offered to God. Before the Lord offered the 
oblation, “He raised His eyes to heaven and gave thanks *; that is 
to say, He prayed and blest the bread. There is no doubt that in what 
Efe does He is in the most intimate communication with His 
Father in heaven; what He now does is being doné for the glory of 
His Father in. heaven, who sent Him; His flesh and His blood which 
He gives for the reconciliation of män with God; this He can only 
offer up to the One who is to he propitiated: the offended and 
angered God in heaven. 
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The oblation must be offered up by a medidtor; there must be a 
sacrificing priest. First of all, Christ is Himself the sacrificing 
priest, because He offers up Himself, His flesh and His blood, and 
| for all time to come He appoints and ordains His Apostles, and those 
! who Succeed them in their priestly office, as sacrificing priests, who. 
alone shalt have the ability and power to be able to offer up this 
exalted sacrifice of the new law to the heavenly Father. The oblation 
must be transformed, it must be destroyed. When, the Saviour took 
bread and wine into His hands, the Apostles only saw breat and wine: 
No sooner had He spoken that word of command, * This is my fest, 
this. 4 is my blood,” than, the bread was ‘changed into His flesh, and 
the wine was changed into His blood. ‘That which took place: at the 
sacrifice, the separation by'force of the blood from the body of the 
animal sacrificed, we see here represented by the separation. of the: 
form ofthe bread and wine, Asin the old law the knife of the priest, 
in the sacrifice of the cross, the nails and the spear were the instru- 
ments for the destruction of the sacrifice, sb here the instruments of 
1. transitbstantiation are the words: This is my body, this is my blood. 

” Finally, the sacrifice must be offered up with the intention of acknowl- 
i edging God as the mighty Lord of all things. We have alteady 

said that the Saviour could have had xio other intention at the Last 

| Supper than that of offering Himselfas a sacrifice of propitiation, so. 
' > that the majesty of God which had been offended and grieved by _ 
' man, might be reconciled again, and the tight relations between God 
and man re-established. We have, then, in the law of perfection, a 
true and everlasting sacrifice, and this oblation is worthy of God, as 
clearly appears from the words, “Shed for the remission of sins.” 
Worthy of God iè the oblation; the true body and the trite blood of 
Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ Himself, As.the Apostle says, “Christ, 
our Pasch, is sacrificed” (1. Cor x. 7.) 

‘Has there ever been a Holier, a purer, or more worthy sacrifice to 
God? 

‘Worthy of God is the sacrificing priest of this oblation, even Jesüs 
Christ Himself, who is, as the Apostle says, “ holy, innocent, unde- 
filed, separated from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; who 
needéth not daily (as the other priests} to offer sacrifices first for 
this own. sins, and then for the people’s.” (Heb, vii. 26.) “Those 
t whom tHe Lord-ordains to be in the future the priests of this sacrifice, 
. are only His appointed custodians, His servants, and His represeh- 
tatives. , 
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-Worthy o£ God is the manner of offering this sacrifice, a wonder to ` 
men, and a spectacle and wonder to the angels! 

70  mihappy people iyho were imprisoned in the darkness of unbelief 
and paganism, what would have become gf you without this one and 
only sacrifice worthy of God? How could you have mi è satisfaction 
for your sins? O'fellow mén, so greatly to be pitied! who: have lost 
this sacrifite worthy of God, where will you find 2 substitute to pro- 
pitiate an, offended God, to wipe away your tears, and to receive 
_your sighs? 

O how happy are we faithful, believing Catholic Cliristians to pose 
bess upoti ottr altars the only sacrifice worthy of Gad, whith we tan 
-eyery day offer up anew to the offended God-as. a sacrifice of propi- 
tiation, a worthy sactifice of worship to. the Almighty, and as 4 sacri- 
fice of supplication in all out necessities and calamities! ~ F 
Let us rejoice at this prerogative and lnippitess, and let tis not 
tease fo verierate it with gona Amn. 


1 e 
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IV. Tae Hoty Sackisicr ok ‘rae Mass, mue Mosr Grantove 
© SACRIFICE, 


“Benediction, find glory; and wisdom, and. thanksgiving honat, and power, 
‘and strength td God, for ever and eyer” —Apoq vil. 12, ‘ 


The relation, itt which we stand to God, Is a relation of the most 
complete dependence, We have nothing, and can not expect any~ 
thing butdrom.God, As the Apostle says: “ What hast thou, O man, 
that thou hast not received?” What we have and what we are ig a 
gift and work of God. As, therefore, God gave us everything, if is 
He, also, who preserves us. If fof one moment He would withdraw 
His gentle, Almighty hand, we should. fail back into nothirigness, 
from, whence we came. For this reason, it is right and, propet that 
we should acknowledge and setve God as our Highest Lord, In the 
same manner it is our duty to give Him thanks for the graces te- 
ceived. Noy, because we are ‘constantly å in need of fresh graces and 
benefits, it ig self-evident that we múst implore the assistance of God 
in our necessities. We intist pray to Him for new graces, While, 
jnoreover, we contintially neglect our-duties toward God, and offend 
and exaspefate Him. by our faults, it is necessary that we should 
become reconciled to Him again. 
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The right worship:of God has, therefore, the fulfilment of this four- 
fold indebitedtiess for its purport and its objects: We must worship. 
God as our supreme Lord; we must thank Him for His benefits; 
we mitist be reconciled with Hint when we ‘have offended Him; we. 
mast pray to Him for help in our necessities. The center of all 
wotship of Godis sacrifice, as God Himself prescribed for the chosen 
people of Israel, and, therefore, there vere sacrifices of adoration, 
of propitiation, of thanksgiving, and of supplication. We stand ex- 
actly in the same relation of dependence to God, as the chosen people 
of Israel did, and, we haye exactly the'same obligations toward Him. 
Tf, then, God abolished the prescribed sacrific of the old law, we 
aust have, in the sacrifice of the new law, just as perfect a sacrifice 
of adoration, a perfect sacrifice of thanksgiving,.a perfect sacrifice of 
propitiation, a perfect sacrifice of supplication. ‘We shall understand 
this more clearly if we consider the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass as the 
most, glorious sacrifice offered to. Gad, as the most efficient sacrifice 
formankind. Today we will consider the Holy Sacrifice as the most 
glotious. sacrifice offered to God, aiid we will contemplate: 


due to God is fendered, nc ; 
TL—How the thanksgiving due to.God is performed by the Holy 
,, Saerifice of the Mass, $ 


I— How, through the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the addiation ° 


L 


We have often heard that we men must adore God as our supreme 
Lord; that we must praise and extol Him. As every other creature 
is upoit earth to ititrease the honor and glory of God, sa much the 
more niust man give honor to-God in the most perfect manner, The 
higher the dignity of the one whom we must honof, so much the more 
noble and precious must the gift be with which we avow our respect. 
I can honor a child by presenting it with a picture book or a play~ 
thing; the gift with which I wish to honor its parents or guardians 


must be more-valuable, If I desire to do honor toa prominent man, 


the. gift. mist be still more valuable. A prince must be honored with 
a princely gift; a king with a royal gift, , Wiat gift and reverence is 
due to God, who is exalted dhove all kings: and princes? A diving 
gilt, a divine honor, a gift and veneration infinitely great, infinitely 
pure, infinitely precious. We must offer to Goda gift and reverence 
which will give Hint infinite satisfaction. But, my dear brethren, 


x 
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„Whence shall we attain this? If all the angels and the just were for 
thousands of years to-praise and to extol -God unceasingly with the 
most glorious songs of praise, if all men offered up their lives to adore 
and reverence God, this would still be far from being the adoration 
and reverence befitting God, and worthy of Him, for angels and men 
aré only God's creatures, and as nothing in comparison with: the infi- 
nite majesty of God. Besides, we men are poor sinners, who have 
offended God, and we must expect God's countenance to be turned 
away from us, and His arm uplifted in wrath against us, if we-should 
dare to approach Him to adore Him. How, then, can we worship 
and praise God; with what can-we honor Him? Indeed, we are still 
less able to do this, than the poor steward in. the Gospel was ta pay 
his lord the ten thousand talents, (Matt. xviii, 24.) But, dear 
brethren, as poor as we are; we have becunte rich throtigh the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, In Holy Mass, Jestis Christ has given us Hint- 
self, ag the most exalted and the most perfect oblation, ‘with all His 
merits. Therewith we can offer to God a reverence befitting Him. 
Tn the Holy Sacrifice ofthe Mass, we offer up to the heavenly Father  « 
* His only-begotten Son, in whom He is well pleased.” (Matt, iii. 17.) 
All the honor which Jesus Christ once rendered. to His heavenly 
Father by His obedience, by His most, pure life, by His fervent 
prayers, by His fasting, hy His. suffering and death upon the cross, 
He renders to Him anew, as often as the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass “ 
{s celebrated. The Holy Sacrifice of thé Mass is, however, out ows! 
sacrifice. Jesus Christ became’ our brother through His incarnation y 
‘He belongs to our family. The praise and the-venétation which He 
offers to His heavenly Father through the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
is our praise, His obedience is our obedience, His sacrifice of adora- 
tion is ours. O low happy we onglit to be to have such; sacrifice 
with. which to praise and extol-God worthily, and to adore Him; a 
sacrifice with which, indeed, God is well pleased. Now we cam ap- 
proach God with confidence, and say to Him: Behold, O God, we are 
poor sinful men, we can not praise, extol, and adore Theé, as ‘we 
ought to, arid in a manner worthy of Thee; but we have Thy only- 
begotten Sori; Thou lovest Him; we offer Him up to Thee} all His 
Tove, all His ohedience, His prayers, His sufferings, His death, He 
has given us all these, and we offer them all ap to Thee asa sacrifice 
accept them as if they were our own, { 

This is what you cav say, dear Christian, at every Mags which you 
hear devoutly, At every sacrifice of the Mass you can unite your 
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prayers with the prayérs of Jesus, your sufferings-with the sifferings 

of Jesus, your-work with the work of Jesus, and yoù can thus daily 

offer up to Almighty God in the worthiest and most perfect way, your 

adoration, your praise, and your obédience, and Almighty God will 

every time be well pleased with your veneration for the sake of Jesus , 
Christ, His well-befoved Son, with whose sacrifice you unite your 

own, and who givés Himself us a sacrifice for you. â 


I. 





Gratitude is onë of the most natural obligations. He who receives 
benefits must acknowledge the same, and strive as far as possible to 
return them, ind make them good through love and. high esteem for 
the benefactor, ‘Who, can enumerate the benefits which we have 
reveived from God? Where should we begin, and where leave off 
if we liad to name alt the gifts which God has given’ us for body 
and soul? Life, health, bodily strength, ability for our vocation, and 
All things, from the smallest to the Breatest, which are necessary to 
preserve these gifts, are so many gifts and benefits from God, The 
endless number of spiritual graces and benefits, beginning with holy 
baptism, whereby we become children of God, and heirs of heaven, 
antil the Tast helps.of grace on our deathbed, are just so many pre~ 
sents from God, of which cach separate one is infinitely more pre- 
cious than all the possessions and wealth of this world, Verily, my 
dear brethren, we could soonér count the stars of heaven, and the 
drops of the ocean, than the benefits which God has conferred upon 
man. Without doubt, it is our duty to be grateful, to give befitting 
thanks; for not. only does the duty of gratitude lie deeply grounded 
iit our natural sentiments, but Holy Writ, both in the old and new 
Testaments, gives us numberless examples and exhorts us by the 
most touching admonitions to the fulfilment of this obligation. Al- 
ready the first son of the first parents offered a sacrifice of thanks- 
giving to God (Gen, iv. 3); the Patriarch Jacoh made at altar to 
” God, and offered ap a sacrifice of thanksgiving (Gen, xxxv 3); Noe 
built. an altar and offered a sacrifice of thatkksgiving ta God for their 
pteseryation from the flood. (Gen. viil. 20). There are numberless 
instances. in, Holy Scripture where thanks are returned to God for 
benefits received: “Offerto Gad the sacrifice of praise, and pay thy 
vows fo the most High” (Ps. fix. 14.5 “The sactifice of praise 


shall glorify me; and there is the way by which I will show ‘him the 











20 LENTEN SERMONS. 


salvation of God.” (Ps. xlix. 23.) “ Give glory to the Lord, for he 
is good?” (Ps, cvi, r; exvii, ry cxxxy. 1.) “Giving thanks always 
for all things,” exhorts the Apostle. (Eph. v. 20.) “Tn, all things, 
give thanks; for this' is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning 
you all.” (I Thess. v. 18.) But how can we give proper thanks; 
with what shall we prove our gratitude?. We are confused, and 
Must cry out with the Psalmist: * What shall T render to the Lord, 
for all the things that he hath rendered to me?” (Ps, xy. 12:) 
When the young Tobias returned safély to his father’s House, after 
having completed the difficult journey undei the guidance of the 
stranger, he told his father of the numerous and great favors which. 
the youth had rendered him. Then Tobias called his son, and said to 
him: * What can we give this holy man?” Tobias, the gon, añ- 
swered, and said. to his father: “Father, what wages shall you give 
him? or what can be worthy of his benefits?” (Tob. xii. 1-3.) We 
ate just as muth embarrassed how to return thanks, whem we réflect 
tipon all the benefits which we have received front God Almighty, 
and we ask ourselves: “ What can we give Himas a deserving recom- 
pense for His benefits? ™ What we have is very little, and “what we 
have already belongs to Him. Here Jesus Christ comes to. our-aséist 
ance, as in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass He becomes our most pers - 
fect sactifice of thanksgiving. When He instituted it the evening y 
before His passion, He raised His eyes to heaven, and gave thanks. 
(Matt. xxyi 27) He instituted, therefore, this sacrifice as a sacrifice 
of thanksgiving; and as He gave thanks then, so does He give thanks 
through, this sacrifice, and at every celebration of the Mass, We 
have, therefore, in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, something which . 
is of-as much value.as all the benefits of God to soul atid body. We 
can say to the-heavenly Father at every Mass at which we assist with 
devotions “We have indeed nothing, O my God, that we can give 
‘Thee for all the good which Thou hast.given us: We have nothing, 
and what we call oti own belongs to Thee already; but behold here 
upor the altar Thy beloved Son. He thanks Thee for us, He offers 
Thee a sacrifice of thanksgiving for us. All His merits, all His 
thanksgivings which He offered Thee during His entire life upom, 
eatth, and which He now offers Thee, we offer ther all up to Thee. 
Accept them as our thanksgiving. With this exalted thanks we 
unite our insignificant thanks for all the good which Thou hast 
given te? 
O how lappy, as I said before, how happy are we Catholic Chris« 
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tians in possessing in the Holy Sacrifice of tie “Mass, the most subs 
lime sacrifice of adoration, and an all-sufficient sacrifice of thanks+ 
giving, a sacrifice that-in every respect is the most glorious sacrifice to 
God, and places us in the position of being able to offer to God what 
Js befitting Hits, what is worthy of Him! ` 

Let us rejõice, dear brethren, at this, our treastire, and let us make 
the best possible use.oF it. We Know that the angels in heaven sing 
unceasingly to God Almighty, “ Holy, Holy, Holy |” and they praise, 
extol, and adore Him throrgh all eternity. © We can praise and adore 
Almighty God in a much worthier manner. The angels and. saints 
are only creatures of God, but, in the sacrifice of the Mass it is the 
Son of Gad Himself who adores with ns, and for as. Daily and, 
hourly we enjoy new benefits from God. Should we not, therefore, 
thank Almighty God for them, daily and hotitly? Q let üs make a, 
constant use of the infinitely rich-treasure of the inexhaustible capital 
of the Holy Sacrifice of-the Mass to. the ‘horfor and glory of God! 
The slothful servant in the Gospel was severely punished for having 


‘hidden his talent in the eatth, which the Lord had given him, and of ~ 


Jetting it He idle, (Matt, xxv. 2428.) What punishment shall we 
receive if, through slothfulness, we let this infinitely precious treasure 
of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass remain. unused? O no, dear 
brethren, as often.as possible we will bear the angels company who 
surround, the altar during Holy Mass, We will prostrate ourselves 
with them before the exalted throne, and adore the Son of God pre- 
sent, and. with them will sing this song of praise: “ Benediction, and 
glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving; honor and power and strength 
to God, for eyer and ever?” Amen, 
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V, Tie Hony SAcrivice or ime Mats, rae Most Erercmny 
SACRIFICE FOR MANKIND. 


& For this is my blood of the new testament, which shali; þe shed for many 
junto remission of sins.” Matt- xxvi, 28. 


In thé preceding instruction we learnéd that the Holy Sactifice of 
the Mais is the most glorious oblation offered to God, and we found 
that we were happy in possessing in the Holy Mass a sacrifice thirongh. 
which we could offer daily to Almighty God the most sublime sacrifice 
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of adoration, and an all-sufficient sacrifice of thanksgiving. Let us 
consider the same to-day as the most efficient sacrifice for mankind, 
and Jet us meditate for our edification: 


T—How. through the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass the justice of 
God is propitiated. 

H.—How through the Holy Sactifice of the Mass our ‘supplicar 
Hons are granted: , “ 


t- 
We'have repeatedly mentioned in the course of these considerations 
that we carry within us the conviction, which we can not deny, that 
sye are sinners, | We come into the world sin-laden, as the Psalmist 
‘openly confesses: “ For behold, I was conceived in iniquities} and in 
sins did my mother conceive me.” (Ps.1.7,) For this. reason it 
is that we all, without exception, have sinned, and frequently offend 
God by sin, which is proyen by Holy Writ, should any one he bold 
enough not to. admit it. “For all have sinnedj’ says the Apostle 
Paul, “and do need the glory of God.” (Rom. iti. 23.) “If we 
say that we havé no sin,” the Apostle John teaches, “ we deceive our~ 
Selves, and the ttuth is notin us.” (I Johni.&) “For there is no 
just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not,” it says in the 
book of Ecclesiastes, (Eccles. vii..21.) “Who cam say,” says fhe 
wise man, “my héartis clean, I ampure from sin?” (Prov. 20% 9.) 
Tf, then; we are sinners, we must take care to become reconciled with 
the wrathtul God; we must make Satisfaction to the justice of God, 
or we shall be lost. - “Unless you do penance, you shall all likewise + 
perish” (Luke xiii, 3.) But wherewith shalt we propitiate God 
in His wrath; wherewith shall we make satisfaction to His justice? 
Sin is an infinitely great evil. It is a disobedience against God, and 
draws down upon itself the-anger and hattet of God. “For their 
God hateth iniquity” (Judith-v. 2r) : “ The sinner hath provoked the 
Lord” (Ps, ix. 4) 3“ A perverse heart is abominable to the. Lord.” 
(Prov. xi. 20} ; * For the Highest also hateth sinners” (Ecclas, xii, 
2). ‘These are so many: expressions of Holy Scriptire which make 
iow, the awful guilt of sin, and its abomination in the sight of 
God. Sin is, at the same time, the basest ingratitude toward God. 
An offense, an itsult, is the mote serious according to the exalted ae 
position of the one offended, God is the infinitely perfect being, i 
ee 0 i 
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He is the highest good, our greatest benefactor, and iost loving 

Father. We have offended Him and grieved Him, we have despised 

f and provoked Him by our sins. Without doubt, then, our guilt is 

infinitely great. “Wherewith can we efface it? Wherewith appease 

the anger of God? All that-we baye and can offer to God as a pto~ 

pitiation, is only transient, and of little yalue. Our guilt is infinites 
what we can do in expiation, is only insignificant. 

God Himself, then, must give-us the means of explation, if we 
are to be saved. This means is‘the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, in 
which Jesus Christ offers Himself to the heavenly Father, as the most 
perfect sacti.fice of expiation. Alplionsus, a certain prominesit man, 
wag with others on board a ship when a terrific storm arose, and they 
all feared that the ship would surely go down, ‘Then Alphonsus took 
an innocent child, lifted it up on high, and besought God: “O my 
God, we indeed ate all sinners, anil have deserved Thy wrath, and to 
die, But look upon this child. It is innocent, and Thou lovest it. 
For the sake ofthis child, be merciful unto us, and save us.” The 
storm ceased immediately, atid. all were saved: Dear brethren, in 
the Holy Mass Jesus Christ Himself is lifted up by the hands of His 
priest, His flesh: anid blood cries out to His heavenly Fathers “ Heavy- 
enly Father! man has indeed grievously offended Thee, atid has de- 
served Thy wrath and Thy chastisement, bat for My sake, spate him. 
andforgivehim, Mat has indeed been disobedient, but look upon My 
obedience unto death, and be appeased. They have merited chastise- 
nient, but look oi. My sufferings, the scourging, the crowning with 
thorns, My cross, My agonizing death, and for the sake. of these, My 
sufferings, remit to them the punishment,” Could the heavenly Father, 
at this supplication of His Son, at the sight of His passion, which He 
endured for ts, at the sight of the blood which He shed for tts, punish 


us still, and be angry with us? O no, His anger is appeased, His - 


right hand, which was uplifted to punish-us,is lowered. Heis pro- 
pitiated, and forgive us out sins, and rentits the guilt of our sins for 
the sake of the blood of His Son, which is offered up in the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, Therefore, the Apostle Paul says: “For if the 
Þlooñ of goats and of oxen, and the ashes ofan heifer being sprinided, 
sanctify stich as are defiled, to the cleansing of the flesh, how muctr 
more shall the blood of Christ, who, by the Holy Ghost, offered Him- 
self unspotted to God, cleanse our conscience from dead works, to 
serve the living God?” (Heb. ix. 13.) That this cleansing, sin- 
effacing blood of Christ is present upon the Altar at every Holy Mass, 
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and is offered up for our sins, we know fromthe words of our Lord at 
4f8 institution ; “This is my blood of the New Testament, which shall, 
be shed for many for the remission of sins” (Matt. xxvi. 28.) 
Our Saviour fulfils here the prayer of the high priest which He made 
‘before His passion: “ And for them I do sanctify myself, that they 
also may be sanctified in truth.” (Jobn xvii. 19.) Surely the . 
heavenly Father can, not remain unmoved at this touching supplica-’ 
tion of His Son’s. He can no longer hurl the lightning of His wrath 
against those who are marked with the blood of His only-begotten 
Son! When. the Lord led His well-beloved. people out of the servi- 
tude of the Egyptians, He slew, the night before, every first-born 
son, of the Egyptians, and commérided the Israelites to kill a lamb 
aid.'to eat it, and ordered! that they should. smear the posts and the 
threshold of the doors with its blood, “And the bldod shall be unto 
‘you, fora sign in the houses where you shall te: and T shall see the 

. blood, and shall. pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you 
to destroy you, when I shall strike the land of Egypt” - (II. Mos, 
xii. 4g.) The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is the true Paschal lamb, 
slaughtered for our deliverance from the thraldom of Satan. Tf our 
gouls are marked with the blood of this lamb of God, then the destruc« 7 
tive plague of eternal chastisement for sin will not overtake us, Dear - 
brethren, “there is at Jerusalem a pond called Probatica, which 
in Hebrew is named Bethsaida, having five porches. ` Tn these Jay “ 
a great multitude of sick, of blind, of Jame, of withered, waiting for . 
the moving of the water, And an angel of the Lord descended, at 
certain times into the pond, and the water was moved, And he that 
went dowi-first into the pond, after the motion of the water, was 
tiade whole of whatsoever infirmity he lay under?” (John v. 2-4.) + 
Behold, here in the Holy Mass is that supernatural well of salvation. 
in the blood of the Lamb of God. Anyone can plunge himself into 
thig salutary pool at-all times of-the day, and in every place this 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is offered up, and a single drop of the 
‘well of salvation, the precious blood of Jesus, is sufficient to cleanse 
atid to cure all the sicknesses and imperfections. of our soul. O 
salracnlotis sacrifice of the new law, O expiatory blood of the Latnb of 
God, which takes away our-sins, how can ‘we adequately praise Thee, 
how can we celebrate Thee worthily enough, of can we assist at the 
same with shfficient joy and humility? O let us never assist at Holy 
Mass without acknowledging our guilt; without the most profound 
humility ; without the most sincere repentance for our sins, for which 
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itis offered upas a sacrifice of expiation. Let us imagite to our- 
selves at every Holy Mass which we assist at, that we are standing 
under the cross of the dying Saviour, and let us strike our breast with 
those who stand there. (Like xxiii. 48.) Let us, at-eyety Mass 
which we hear, béhave as the publican in the Temple at Jerusalem 
did, and strike our ‘breast, saying: “O God, be merciful to me a 
sinner?” (Luke xviii x39 s S ' 
jouw i 





We have, in the course of fliese considerations, beer reminded that 
we are-dependent upon the goodness and mercy of God, every day, 
every hour, and every moment, It isnot sufficient that God has-given 
uslife, health, strength of mind and of body; He must preserye them, 
Every day—hourly, we have fresh wants. We could not lives we 
should, sink into nothing, if God in His goodness did not assist us- 
avery momént, Now, God is not obliged to dispense to us His gifts, 
to help us in our need. Itis pure love and pity on His part when He 
prs tts unythings It is our duty and obligation, therefore, to 
estech God, for His assistance and ‘His gifts, through which we 
acknowledge-and venerate Him as the giver of all good. We gan, 
indeed, call upon God, and ask Hint for His gifts, in every place, and 
at all times; and He vouchsafes to hear out prayer as He has prom- 
ised us by His Pealinist: “ And call upon me in the day of trouble; 
Iwill deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.” (Ps, xlix. 13.) Bat 
what are our petitions to the Infinite One, the petitions of poor sin- 
nies to a provoked-and offended God? Ought we not, be afraid 
that in most cases our petitions do ret penetrate to the. throne 
of the Almighty, that our prayers will remain annoticed. Here again, 
Jesus Christ comes to the assistance,of our poverty and weakness, 
Jn the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, He presents Himself to ts with 
all His merits, and gives to His heavenly Father a sacrifice of sup- 
plication, infinitely oly and exalted. He Himself, the well-beloved 
Son, petitions His heavenly. Father for is. He prays with the same 
obedience and with the ‘same abasenient and humiliation as He 
prayed once in the Garden of Gethsemani. He-prays for us with the 
satie intense fervor with which He supplicated the Father; when Hë 
was dyingrupon'the cross. He prays with the voice of His five sacred 
wourlds, which He has preserved for ot consolation. He prays-with 
the-voice of His preciotis blood which He shed for us. He prays with 
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the voice of His infinite merits, which He acquired by the work of 
His redemption, Do you think, dear brethren, that the heavenl 

Father will be deaf and inattentive to the supplicating voice of His 
well-beloyed Son? No, indeed j the voice of the precious blood of 
Jesus, the voice of His five sacred wounds, the voice of His infinite 
merits, pierces the Father’s heart, and inclines it to listen to the 
prayers, to regard the petitions which are represented to Him by 
suchavoice, At every Holy Mass at which we assist devoutly, Jesus 
Christ speaks to His heavenly Father: “Behold, Father, these people 
ask for Thy-grate, Although.they are not worthy to-be heard, I beg 
‘of Thee grant them that which they ask for, for My sake, on account 
of My passion, My obedience, My wounds, and My blood” Atevery 
Holy Mass at which you assist devoutly, dear Christian, you can 
speak this tothe heavenly Father ; “Behold here, O God, Tiiy beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ. He is mine, He is my brother, I present Him 
to Thee. I offer Him up to Thee as an acceptable sacrifice, with all 
His infinite merits Hear my prayer, and grant me Thy grace,” 
Surely, dear brethren, we now understand the truth, the meaning; 
and the consoling purpoft of those words of our Saviour's: “ Amen, 
amen, I say to you, Ifyou ask the Father anything in My name, he 


will give if youd’ (John xvi, 23,) No, sve need have no fear now, , 


that our prayers. will remain unheard, if we come with such a gift, 
such an infinitely valuable and pleasing present; if we offer to the 
stetnal Father His well-beloved Son, the most dear to Him, a8 a 
present, and pray to Him thus. No, He can not refuse us. If the 
only-begotten Son Himself prays for us to His Father, He who has 
promised that all things will be accorded to us that we ask for in Elis 
naing, then we are sure ati certain thdt all our prayers will be heard, 

© coms, therefore, comeall, come daily to this living well of salva- 
tion, and Jet each one draw therefrom according to his wants, Tn 
every Church this well is to be found; it is open fo us every day, it 
contains always living waters in abundance. Come, then, and draw 
therefrom! TE you are sick, or have a sick one at home, this is the 
sacred pool of Bethsaida, Are you fearful on account of your sins, 
here is the pool of Silo, in which souls are washed and cleansed from 
thelr leprosy. If you are poor, and.are in want of many things, here 
is the source of wealth and every good; here is sacrificed that One 
who has said:** Ask, and it shall be given you.” (Matt. vil. 7.) H 
you are afraid of death, berë is the source of Hfe, and “whosoever 
dtinketh of this water; shall live forever.” (John iv, 14) Amen. 

Me 
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VL Tue PERPETUAL CELEBRATION OF THE HOLY SACRIFICE oF THE 
Mass, 


f For, from the rising of the sui even to the going dow my name is gteat 
among the Gentiles, and in every place there is sacrifice, and there is offered. 
to my flame a clean oblation..—(Malach. i, 11.) 


Iq the course of these instructions on the Holy Sacrifice. of the. 
Mass, we repeatedly said that; “ Sacrifice was known to all people 
asa necessary element; indeed, even regarded by them as the center of 
divine worship, There was ho religion without sacrifice,” We 
have also again atid again expressed out joy that we Christians of the 
new law possess the most sublime and perfect sactifice in the Holy 
‘Mass. ‘It is well known how-the reformers of the sixteenth ceritury 
maintained that the Christian Church, id the course of centuries, had, 
become greafly-degerierated, and that many. strarigé innovations had 
crept in which, were neither ordained by Christ, nor were they known 
in the time of the Apostles, Among these strange innovations they 


eounted the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, arid they did away with it, - 


` by which they made themselves the only people upon earth, and the 


only religion, without a sacrifice in their divine service, 

So as to convince ourselves anew how real our joy is, and how 
great ots happiness in possessing the sublime sacrifice of the Mass, 
‘we will to-day consitler the history of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
and meditate: . - 


T.—How Christ first of all celebrated the Holy Sacrificé of the 
Mass. 
Ti.—How the Apostles ‘celebratetf the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 


IiL—How the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass was celebrated subse~ - 


i quently: 


pS 


The clean oblation prophesied by the Prophet Malachias, which - 


should be offered up all over the world from the rising of the sun 
itil its setting, was offered up by Jesis Christ for the first time the 
eyening before His passion, when He offered Himself up to the heav- 
enly Father as ‘a sacrifice, under the substance of bread and wine, 
‘What the Lord did on that occasion were the actidns of sacrifice as 
they were performed by the Levites at their sacrificés; the laying on 





ia ern 





Torstad alamaan initan aei meam sara AERA AA te 
a cs careers = Pe a 


og iter 
Wiens Sa 





‘ats 


pi 








28 : ` ERBNTEN SERMONS, 


of harids, prayer; the breakirig in pieces of the sacrificial offering, and. 
its distribution among those present. The Lord took the bread and 
the chalice in His hands; He gave thanks to His heavenly Father 
with His eyes uplifted to heaven; He broke the bread; He divided. 
what, He Had in His hands and in the chalice among His Apostles, 
The words used thereby by the Lord were words gahd expressions 


- belonging to the sactifice: “This is my body whith’shall be delivered 
. for you; this is My blood which shall be shed for you.” This can 


only be understood as a třue gift, as a true sacrifice. What the Lord 
ordained then, was the fulfilment of the prophecy of Malachias—the 
institution add. authorizing of the everlasting priesthood. The alliance 
which Christ founded was to be a perpetual one; the blood. of the 
alliance which, was offered here should: be offered up, for evermore 
as the blood of expiation for sin, For this reason a perpetual priest- 
hood must. bè established. «Therefore, Christ spoke itr the authority 
which was Fis as the only-begotten Son of the Father, to His Apos- 
tles, and, therefore, of course, to all those who would lawfully succeed 
them in their office “Do this in commemoration of Me” As Christ 
owas the Saviour and Redeemer not only for His contemporaries, but 
‘for the men of all ties, go then alf the arrangements which He made 
for the salvation of mankind, were for all times, and for all meri. 
‘Therefore, the first sacrifice offered and instituted by Him was for 
all time, The calling of the Apostles to the priesthood, and their 
atithorization, was established, therefore, for all time, and for all 
mien. For all time there liad to be priests, who cold offer up the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, instituted and offered up first of all by 
Christ. ie 


This is how the Apostles understood the words of the Lord; they 
actéd accordingly, and they celebrated the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
as the Master did, as the history of the Apostles, and tlie letters of 
the Apostles testify. 

After the descent of the Holy Ghost upon the Apostles, St, Peter 
preached publicly “ Christ Crucified’ and three thettsand were con~ 
verted, and were baptized, The Evangelist, speaking of this, says? 
* They were perseveriig in the doctrine of-the Apostles, and im the 
communication of the breaking of bread, and in prayers" (Acts 3b. 
42.) The communication of the breaking of bread, and prayer, is 
Hone other than that Holy communication whith the Lord Himself 
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célebrated with His Apostles the evening before His passioh—the 
breaking of bread, and prayer. According to the precedent of the: 
‘Master, the Apostles celebrated ‘the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass at 
thecommencenient in a room-where all the faithful assembled. When, 
however, the numbers of the faithful increased, as we have just 
heard that it did by the thousands, they had to meet in a number of 
houses. ‘The head-of any of the houses where they assembled, was 
like the pastor of the community, After the bread of sacrifice was 
` broken, and the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass was celebrated, they all 

partook of a meal, at which, as St. Chrysostom tells us, the poor 
were served before the rich, and the latter were not ashamed to sit 
down at the same table with them, 
The Apostle Paul speaks plainly of an.altar of sacrifices * We have 
. an altar, whereof they have no power to eat who setve the taber- 
nade” (Heb, xiii, 10) If the Christians had an altarrof sacrifice 
in the fime of the Apostles, they must also have had a sacrifice, It 
can not mean the Jewish sacrifices, becanseat the death-of Jesus they 
‘were abolished, and done away-with because they had become pur- 
* poseless. The sacrifice of thé cross was nòt ‘meant either, because 
none of it could be eaten. St, Paul can mean no other sacrifice than. 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass which they celebrated in their assém- 
bites, from which the Jews aud the pagans were shut out, 
> ‘The Apostle Paul tad selected his disciple Timothy as his constant 
compatiion, on his apostolic journeys. When he was consecrated by 
St Paulas priest aid Bishop of the community of Ephesus, ke re- 
seived from his former master two letters, containing the wisest and 
most glorious precepts for the management of his episcapal office, 
In one of the letters (I Tine ii. 1) St. Paul gives directions on the 
holding of divine worship in public, and designates the parts thereof: 
supplications and intercession’, prayérs and instructions, and finally 
thanksgivings. Let us compare these prayers with those used and 
prescribed in the celebration of Holy Mass, and we shall find that their 
essence is just the same, and we shalf see that fhe Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass was celebrated then according to the directions of the Apos+ 
tles, asiéisnow, At Antioch, in the fimé of the Apostle Paul, there 
was a flourishing: community of Christians, in which there were sev- 
eral priests. The Acts of the Apostles relates of this. community 
(Acts xii, (2): And as they were ministering to the Lord, aud faste 
ing, the Holy Ghost said to them: “ Separate me Saul and Barna- 
bas, for the work wherethto I haye faken them.’” ‘The expression, 
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e  “nfinistering to the Lord,” can only mean, according to the Greek 
text, as they were celebrating the mysteries of religion, as they were 
offering the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. We also fearn from these 
communications, that the Apostles ‘had already consecrated several 
priests, who offered. up fhe Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, although they: 
were not yet invested with the apostolical office—the episcopal office, 
At Corinth, too, in the lifetime of the Apostles, a flourishing com- 
munity of Christians existed. Paul himself had labored there for 
six months. When he left there-and went to Ephesus, all kinds of 

,téligious quarrels and jealousies occurred in the community at Cors 
inthe This caused St. Paul to write his first letter to the Corinth- 
dans, in which he advises them in their quarrels, and exhorts them 
to urfanimity., In particular; many erroneous ideas had spread cons 
cething ‘the participation in the sacrifices of the Jews and pagans. + 
Paul instritcteil the Corinthians with impressive seyerity, that those 
who took part irr pagan worship, sat at the table of Satan, and could 
have no part in the sacrifices offered. up by Christianis, “You can not 
drink the chalice ġ the Lord, and the chalice of the devils, ‘You 
can, not he partakers of the table of the Lord and of the table of 
devils.” (I Cor.x, 20,2%.) This shows ts, without any doubt, that: 
at the time of the Apostles there-was celebrated the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass in all Christian communities; that, indeed, it was the center 
of all religious functions, and that the faithful considered it their duty 
to be present af it, - 3 a 





TI. 


Tt is most‘instructive, edifying, and interesting to follow the ° 
celebration of Holy Mass through the post-apostolic times up to onr 
present day, Going through the history of the centuries, we would 
gaint the conviction that the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass was cele- 
brated at all times, and in áll places where the Christian religion 
was announced, We should leara that the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass was always considered the acme of Christian religion, the center , 
pf Christian worship. We would be edified at the holy zeal with 
which the faithful took part in this Holy Sacrifice. We should be 
astonished at the eagerness with which the altars-were erected, and 
the generosity by which they were endowed with the most precious 
jewels and richest. ornaments. ; 

_ Dring the first centuries after the apostolic age, when the follow= 
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ets of Christ were persecuted, and found themselves obliged to celé- 
brate the holy inysteries.in secret and hidden places, the metition of 
fhem in the writings of the Holy Fathers was more restrained ; but we 
find it confirmed, without any doubt, that the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass was offered daily, and that it was-offered up for the living as 
well as for the dead, as a sacrifice of prdise, thanksgiving, propitia- 
tion, and supplication, | k ` 

The Church acquired, after the téign of Constantine the Great, 
more freedom, and-gtadually the celebration of Holy Mass became 
more public, and was surrounded more and more by outward splen- 
dor. How convinced the faithful were of the sublimnity and immeas- 
urable value of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mags, was proved by the 
great mutificence with which Kings and princes. presented to the 
Church all kinds of precious gifts of gold, ivory, pearls, and precious 





stones, to be used for the erection and ortameritation ofaltars, pon . 


which the Holy Sacrifice.of the Mass was to be celebrated, ` 

But why further examine the records of history? Let any‘man 
who has the inclination, time, and money for this purpose, travel 
through all parts of the earth; let him visit all the largest cities and 
the smallest country places. ‘Wherever he goes and finds a Catholic 
church, he will find therein an altar, or altars, upon which the Holy 
Sacrifice of. the Mass is celebrated. He will find that the prophecy 
of the prophet Malachias has been fulfilled literally. “Bor from the 
tising of the sun, even tå the going down, my name is great among’ the 
Gentiles; and in every place there is sacrifice, and there is offered to 
my name oblation, . What is it, then, that we haye learned in these 
Lenten discourses abotit the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass? If-we had. 
gained by them nothing more than the conviction that by assisting 
devoutly at a single Mass we offer our Lord more honor and praise 
than we could do by anything else, I should be more than compen- 
sated for iny fabor,. his a 

Yes, my dear friends, thereis nothing, absolutely nothing, by which. 
we can please God miore, and give Him more praise and honor, than 
by our devout presénce at the Sacrifice of Holy Mass, and, therefore, 
there is nothing by which we can make God inclined imore to be mèr- 
chil toward us than “by: the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Let us, 
therefore, make the mast frequent and the best use of this Holy Sacri- 
fice of the Mass. Do riot let us neglect this sacred duty at any time 
when we havea chaticé fo hear Mass, and when we have the happi- 
siess of being present at. one, let us be most devout and thankful, 
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But we may consider it as a fruit of our observation, ari established 
[“ fadt, that if you will snatch from your labor, your business, ot your 
housework, only a half an hour every moming, for the purpose of 
heating Mass, the time will not be lost. If you are in trouble and 
anxiéty, and oppressed by sorrow, go and hear Mass and God will 
eotisole you, J£ you are afflicted by sickness, either yourself or in 
your family, and the doctor has tried. his best to help you, in vain, 
go arid hear Mass, and ‘the Lord will hear your prayer, and put an 
end to that sickness. If-you are sirrounded by grave dangers and 
violent temptations, to: the salvation of your soul, and you feel the 
strong chains of passion hemming~you in on all sides, go and hear 
Mass, and the Lord will give you strength to break the bondage of 
your passions, and He will saye your soul. If you fear the wrath of 
God and His punishment on account of the multitude and gravity of 
your sins, gé and hear Mass, and for the sake of His beloved Son, 
God will be merciful to you, and give you the grace of being tón- 
verted. Amen. . š 


eee 


VIL Sermon ror Goon FRIDAY, 
“Tt is consummated.” —John xix. 30. 


| The holy sacrifice of the. Mass, which, during this holy season . ” 
of Lent, we have considered as the only perfect sacrifice of the new 

Jaw; is the perpetual renewal of the bloody sacrifice of Jesus upon 

the cross, upon which we will meditate to-day, Jesus Christ Him- 

self was the higi priest of this tremtendons sacrifice, for He, the 

only begotten, Sori of God, offered Himself up of His own free will ` 

tö the heavenly Father; He Himself was the oblation, because He 

Tet Himself be put to death for the sins of men like a true Paschal, 

Jamb, tö propitiate the wrath of the heavenly Father for the sins of 

men, as foretold of Him by the Prophet Isaias: “He was offered 

hecattse if was his own will, and was reputed with the wicked, and 

hehath borne the sins of many.” (Ts. Hü. 7, 12.) And as the Apos- 

tle Paul says: “Him, that knew no sin, for uy he hath made 

sin, that we might -be made the justice of God in him” (IR 

Cor. vezr) So, then, after those last words which the dying Re- 

deemer spoke upon the-cross, “It is consimmatéd,” this great work 

was accotriplished, which could only take place through the coopera~ 

tion of the justite and mercy of God, as the Psalmist so beautifully 

expresses it: “ Mercy and truth have met each other; jistice and =. 
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peace haye kissed.” (Ps. Ixxxiy. 11.) Let us consider fo-day the 
sacrifice of Jesus upon the cross: 


I. As o sacrifice of diviné justice. 
IL, As a sacrifice of divine mercy. 


T, The revolt of mankind against God created such a chasm 
between God and man that a reunion was not to be thought of; God 
waé so greatly offended and angered by man’s disobedience and 
seyolé that it seemed impossible to expect forgiveness and atone» 
ment. , If a reunion was to be made possible, then, first of all, that 
chasm must be bridged over; if we could, conceive of an atonement 
and forgiveness on the part of God, then such satisfaction must be 
made for marikind as would appear all-sufficient in the eyes of the 
eternal Gad. This was only possible if God Himself should make: 
satisfaction, for God alorie can make atonement to the offended God. 
Therefore, the only begotten Són of God, Jesus Christ, offered 
Himself as a sactifice of expiation to the divine justice, and so that. 


His sacrifice should be valid for us He took upon Himself our human « 


nature, As true God He could make an infinitely worthy satis- 
faction, and a5 true man He could apply to us men the full value: 
of His satisfaction, 

Coine; my soul, and Jet us contemplate the Lamb of God, the only 
begotten Son of God, Jaden. with the sins of mankind, Himself 
innocent and sinless, but appedring as culprit before the offended 
Father. What does the: justice. of God require of Him? Who can de~ 
soribe all the sorrows and sufferings of body and soul which the 
Father permitted to. overwhelm the Son? He was delivered up. to His 
bitterést enemies, and they exercised. their malice upon Him, and 
heaped tipon Him every conceivable suffering, ignominy, and: ill- 
treathient. (Matt, xxvi; Mark xiv; John xviii, tọ} Lake xxiii.) 
Betrayed. by one of His own disciples, denied. by the faithful Peter, 
forsaken by all His disciples, He was condemned to the most dis- 
gracefu] death, and nailed to the cross between two thieves, The 
only begotten Son of God hangs there between heaven and eatth, 
His whole body wounded and bruised, His blood streaming from 
the gaping wounds made by the nails in His hands and feet, mocked 
at and-ferided by the gazing multitude, calumniated by those whom. 
He taught so lovingly, to whom, He showed so many kindhesses. 
He suffers such agony, and-feels Himself so forsaken and discotiso- 
Tate, that He cries aloud: “My God, my God, why hast thoy fop- 
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saken me? Behold, is this the well-beloved Son in whom 
the Father was well pleased, whom He now permits to suffer such 
misery, stich distress? ‘Yes, indeed; it is the same well-beloved Son, 
but. this well-beloved. Son has taken upon Hiinself the sins of men, 
and infinite justice, whose satiifice He has become of His own 
free will, requires with inexorable severity complete expiation of the 
guilt, full satisfaction. This awful justice will not be propitiate 
until the spotless Paschal lamb is slaughtered, not until the bë- 
Joved Son has shed-the'véry last drop of His'blood, and, dying, cies 
ont: “It is consummated?" Yes, now is accomplished the great 
‘work of Redemption and of man’s deliverance; now is the most 
complete satisfaction accomplished + now the severe justice of Gog is 
appeased: now are the chaing ‘burst asunder which teld the entire 
human, race in bondage; now the gates of heaven are: opened again. 
“The Son of God has sacrificed Himself; men have again become the 
children of God} the debt is paid; the punishment is remitted, 

© my brethren, how must sin appear to the eyes of Gad, to require 
such a sancifice! Truly it mist ther be “a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of thie living God” (Heb. x, 31.) ` Holy Writ teaches uts, 
that “ if Gód spared-not the angels that sinned: bat delivered them, 
drawn down by infernal ropes to the lower hell, unto tormerits, tobe 
reserved unto judgment” (IL Peter ii. 4), how would the jastice of 
God have visited us and punished us, for it “ spared not even his. own 
Son” (Ror. viii. 32), who took upon Himself our sins} 

Who is not éverwhelmed with fear and anxiety by the considera- 
tion of these truths, of the inexorable severity, of the infinite justice 
of God? Who would not wish to curse sin tinder the cross of the dying 
Redeemer, and to swear an undying hatred to everything’ sinful, and, 
to all things which lead to sin? Who would hesitate for a moment, 
if burdened with a grievous sin, to partake of thé graces of redemp- 
tion through the sacrifice of Jésus Christ apon the cross by a sincere 
confession and tepenitance? Let us to-day, my dear brethren, unite 
the most sincere repentance for our sins with the most fervent grati- 
tude to our Redeemer; that He has offered Himself as a sacrifice 
of justice, and let us acknowledge and confess that if Christ had not 
died for tis upon the cross we shotld have been delivered over for 
all eternity to the wrath and chastisements of the just God. 

TL, What, was it ther that could have moved the only begoften 
Son of God fo give Himself as a sacrifice of expiation for mankind? 
What coid have induced Him to take our guilt upon Himself? 
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wete not increased. Did wè, perhaps, eyér do afiything to ` 
merit that the Son of God should take pity spon us? Oh, no; nothing 
of the kind. What could haye moved the heavérily Father to accépt 
the sacrifice offered by His only begotten Son, to permit stich misery 
` and ptnishment to overwhelm His beloved Son, and what caused. 
Him to accept the satisfaction of His Son as si:fficient for us? Ah, 
dear brethren, we can find no other motive on the patt of the Father, 
or of that of the Son, than the boundless mercy of God, as the 
Apostle. Paul feaches us; “ Not by the works of justice which we 
have done, but according to his mercy he saved us.” (Titus iff. &.) 
And we must therefore, with tlie Apostle, Peter, cry out with .grate- 
ful hearts: “Blessed be’ the God and Bather-of our Lord Jestis~ 
- Christ who; according-to His great mercy; hath regenerated us mto 
| alivey hope,” {L Peteri. 3.)° Jesus Christ therefore has become 
| for our sakes the sacrifice of mercy, He loved us, and “gave him- 
self for out sins.” (Gal. i, 4.) Jesus Christ loved us, and therefore 
‘He could not see us go to perdition in our siris; He-loyed us, and. 
therefore He could‘not behold His heavenly Father angry with ts; 
He loved ws, therefore He could not behold us deprived of the 
plessedness'of heaven ; He loved us, therefore He cotild not behold us 
children of the devil, that we should remain the victims of God's 
wrath; He loved us, therefore He humbled Himself, that thereby 
“we might be exalted as the children of God; He loved us, therefore 
‘He died for us; so that we might receive eternal life and not die 
an everlasting death; He loved us, therefore He allowed. Himself 
to be bound and fastened to the cřöss, that we might be liberated. 
from fhe chains- of gin. 

Now we cat inderstand, my brethren, why He prayed so fer~ 
yëntly to His Mither upon the cross: “ Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do.” (Luke xxiii, a4.) His infinite love 
for us brought forth this prayer. Now we can understand His 
burning thirst (John xix, 28), for this extetior thirst was oniy a. 
sign of His, infinitely greater thirst, of the insatiable longing for 
our salvation, for the saving of our sonis. Now we.can anderstand 
the Infinite value of this present which He gave to us from the cross, 
when He assigned His beloved Mother to His favorite disciple, and 
in him to dis ally we were confided and recommended to her motherly 
love and intercession, Now we can ‘understand why He so readily 
forgave the penitent thief wha was crucified with Him, and promised. 
Tim: “This day thou shalt be with me in paradise?’ (Luke xxiii, 
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Him to forget His own sufferings, if He can only make them happy. 
Behold, dear brethren, thus has Christ upon. the cross become the 
most perfect sacrifice of justice, and the most touching sacrifice of 
mercy. Now we tnderstand the salutation which we so-often hear at 
this time: “ O grux, ave, spesumicnl” “Hail, cross, our only hope! 
Now it is explained to us how the cross, which meant shame to the 
heathens and a statidal to the Jews, has gained such distinction 
that: the-highest dignitaries of Church and worldly power are proud 
to. adorn their breasts with ity that the cross adorns the crowns and. 
castles of kings and princes, Now we understand why the devil 
so fears the cross, and that.with this sign man can party the assaults 
of satan as he can drive away a vicious dog with a stick, ‘The 
cross is the throne of grace; it has become the throne of God's mercy} 
therefore this sign has become so glorious, for this reason it is 
the fear of the evil spirits, it is the consolation and the joy of all 
pious persous. Wherever Christians dwell, the cross, which is the 
pledge of the remembrance of the justicé and. mercy of God, is the 
principal decoration. of man’s habitations; it adorns churches and 
thapels. The cross ig the throne of the mercy and justice of Gody it 
js therefore the dearest ànd most consoling article which we can place 
in the hand of the dying, those called to appear hefore the judg- 


~ ment seat of divine justice, when there is no other consolation, no , 


other-hope than in the boundless mercy of God. The cross is the 
throng of the mercy and justice of God; for this reason it is the 
tpost beautiful, the only worthy ornament of the Christian's 
last resting-place, for in the confidence of God's mercy the bodies 
of the departed lie awaiting the restitrection at the last day, to he 
reunited with their immortal souls, and then to enter into the glory > 
of heaven, which was merited for us by the Crucified One, by His 
sderifice of justice and mercy. ` 

Oh, my brethren, let us therefore venerate the holy cross. ft 
is indeed the mark of honor of # true Christian. Woe unto those 
Christians who are ashamed of the cross! Jt is our weapon in the 
conflict. with, safari and every evil; woe unto those Christians who do 
not make tse of the cross as a weapon; they will not gain the victory, 
The cross $s our teacher; woe to those Christians who do nok know 
how to learn, from i O fet us honor the cross during our lives, 
that at the hour of our death, when it is put into our hands and 
pressed fo our lips, it may not cause ns fear, but that it may be 
pur consolation and the pledge of propitiation of God’s justice, aud 

mier. a 
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Sermons on the Sacred Heart. 


THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS THE MOST WORTHY 
OBJECT OF ADORATION AND LOVE. 


“And they shall Jook upon me, whom they have pierced.” =Zach, xiita, f 


For the devotion to the sacred, heart of Jesus, which has experi- 
enced, during this and thè last centtiry such. a satisfactory develop- 
ment, we are indebted primarily to the blessed Margaret. Mary 
Alacoque, of the order of the. Visitation, whose solemn beatifica» 
tion was celebrated by: Pope Pins TX, on September “78, 1864, 
This pious servant of God, possessed a most ardent Jove for Jesüs 
in the, most, holy sacrament of the altar, While she was praying 
one day: before the tabernacle her beloved Saviour appeared to 


~ her, pointed to His heart, and said: Ss 2} 


“See this heart, which loves men. so dearly and has stopped at: 


“nothing to prove its Jove to mankind; but instead of love and 


gratitade it receives from most men only cold ingratitude, con- 
tempt, dishonor,.and abuse, Thou canst prove thy great ‘love to 
me by adoting my heart and by spreading the devotion to it 
throughout the whole Church.” : 

Margaret was fully aware of the difficulty of the tagk imposed 
‘upon her, but she never ceased, assisted by her confessor, to-work 
by prayer and example for the spreading of this devotion to the 
sacred heatt of Jestis, and she had the great joy to know, when she 
died a happy death on October 17, 1690, that this devotion. had: 
apréad fax beyond the limits of her convent. The sacred. heart of 
Jesus is indeed the most worthy object for our devotion and love, 
We will understand this so much the better and be encouraged in 
our devotion and ldye fo the sacred heart of Jesus if we consider— 


asus. R } 
(2.) What is the object ùf this devotion, 
(2.) Io a general way, this devotion to the sacred heart of Jesus, 


* Hke so many otfitr devotions, has for its object the incarnate Son 
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(2.) What is the object in the- devotion to the sacred heart of 
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of God, on? Divine Saviour, but its particular object is the adót- 
able heart of Jesus, filled as if is with an ardent love for mankind. 
‘The human heart of Jesus, with its ardent love for us, therefore, 
is the object of our devotion. In this sense the devotion to the 
sacted heart. of Jesus was revealed to blessed Margaret. In this 
sénsé it was put before the Holy Father for his sanction, In this 
sense it, was introduced for public practice, and in this sense this 
devotion is loved and practised throughout the Catholic world, 
‘The sect oF the Jansenists, which was at that time very prevalent, 
fought against this devation të the sacred heart of Jesus, and main- 
tained that the object of this devotion was not thé real, hitnan 
heart of Jesus, but that it represented the love of Jestis symbolized 
by his heart. This sect scoffed at the adoters of the sacted heart 
atid called it superstitious materialism to adore and pray to the 
human Christ on a part thereof, His heart. But Pope Pius Vi, in 
the year 1781, declared most emphatically that the essence of this 
devotion consists of the contemplation and adoration of the sacred 
heart of.Jésus, and within. it the love and devotion af our Divine 
Saviour, > ee 
This. devotion, to the sacred heart of Jesus has since spread over 
the whole world as a particularly fond expression of piety; Many 
confraternities and societies were founded which have: the devo- 
tion of the sacred heart for their particular object. ‘This-devotion, 
was very properly brought into close relationship to the devotion 
for Jesus in,the most, holy sacramerit of the altar, dor which rexson 
the Feast of the Sacred Heart was fixed upon the Friday after the 
etave of Corpus Christi, Pope Pius IX. and Pope Leo XIII 
have both advanced and spread the devotion to the sacred heart by 
their exattiple, by recommendation, and by the granting of many 
indulgences. The latter ‘has bestowed particular honor upon the 
devotion by making, in the year 1889, the Feast of the Sacred 
Heart a feast of the first order. à 
The heart of Jesus, the most noble patt of His precious body, is 
in itself worthy of adoration, and as the seal of His infinite love 
for mankind, the worthiest ‘object of gur devotion. Who can te- 
sotint or report what and how the heart of Jesus felt for mankind 
- during the thirty-three yeats of His human existence from the 
ctib to the time when His loving heart ‘broke on the eross on 
Mount Calvary? When His mouth could not speak to us any 
more, Jesus, though dying, would still speak to us through His 
kea 
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heart, That is why it happened that one of the soldiers opened his 
side with a spear and pierced His heart, from, which immédiately 
there came forth blood and water, Though the Saviour had rë- 
ceiyed numerous wounds, and finally shed His blood in strearns 
through His wounds on the hands and feet for our sins, yet He let 
thet pierce even Hig heart, so as to prove to us, with the gushing 
forth of the last drop of His heart's blood, that He had spent it 
all without any reserve for the love of us. Tt is not without sig- 
nificance that this occurrence has not been reported by any other 
evangelist but by Sk, John, the favorite disciple, who knew the 
love of the heatt of Jesas heat, “as le had leaned ont Jesus’ bosom 
at thé Last Supper’ (St. John xiii. 23). : 

‘The opened heart of Jesus is all the more a worthy: object of out 
devotion, as it was the only and final cause of touching His enemies 
and murderers and, of converting many of them. As. soon as His 
heart was opened there were heard sighs and Tameritations on 
Mount Calvary. ‘The heathen centurion, the heathen soldiers, and 
all the multitude trembled and mourned, and many struck their 
breasts and said: “Indeed, this man was the Son of God” (St. 
Luke xxiii, 47, 48, and St. Matk xv, 39) 2 





Oh, my dear felends, why should we not adore the most sacred ` 


heart of Jesus, this adorable seat of the Saviour's love for man- 

„kind, this wounded heart, this: therring mirror of the immmeastt- 
able Jove of our Saviour, which touched even His exectitioners 
and filled the most fiafdened sinner with repentance? 

This satne heart of Jesús is’ even to-day and will remain for alt 
times, the object of oir deyotion in the most holy sacrament of the 
altar, for it is still the seat of the love of Jesus for mankind, which 
eitibraced all, the just and the unjust, the sick and the well. This 
heart and this love is and will be for all times the, most worthy 
abject of devotion for those who are seeking the Saviour. 

(4) Itis easily understood from the foregoing that the particular 
object. of the devotion to the sacred heart of Jesus is to return the 
love and give, as it were, satisfaction for the insults and offenses 
which Have and are still being offered to the sacred heart of. Jesus. 
The Saviour Himself has pointed out this purpose in His appari- 
tion. when, while explaining to blessed Margaret the devotion to 
His most sacted heart; He said: “Instead of Jove and gratitude, 
it xeteives trom most men only cold ingratitude, contempt, dise 
honor, anil abuse” , These words of Jesus about the purpose of 

* Note or THE Enrror-—This is not according to the Gospels. It happened 
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the. devotion to-His most sacred heart are perfectly clear, and this ° 


double object—the return, of His love and. -satisfaction for the 
offenses offered to Him—is referred to in all memorials and peti- 
tions which refer to the establishing of the feast, the formation of 
the society, and the adoration of the most sacred heart of Jesus, as 
well as in the papal bulls which were issued in reference to it 

And who: would refuse to love this most amiable, this most lov- 
ing, this most patient. and pure heart of Jesus? “If any mat love 
not our Lord Jesas Christ, let him be anathema maranatha,” says 
the apostle (I. Cor» xvi. 22)—anathematized from the community 
of Christians. . We have heart: that Jesus, hatiging on tlie cross, Jeb 
them pierce His héart so as to prove to us that He would sactifice. 
for us even the last remains of His love: We find it symbolized 
in the flowing of blood atid water. This blood and water is looked 
upon by the holy fathers as a: twofold and mysterious symbol of 
the many graces which the generous love of our Saviour has 
presented to us., From the opened heart of Jesus arise, says St, 
Chtysostom, the holy sacrament—the blood, which notrishes our 
soul, and the water, which, purifies if, ‘ 

And how full of significance is this blood and watet as a symbol 
of loye and atonement, “When Pilate had condemned the inno- 
cent. Jesus to death, He called, for water to wash his hands before 
the people, saying: ‘I am innocent of the blood of this just mang 
look you to it” And the Jews answering said: ‘His blood be 
upór us and upon our children” (St. Matt. xxyil. 24, 25). Se 
that all, heathen as well as Jow; shoidd see, that He loved them 
all in a like mariner and offered them’all the sarne means of atone- 
ment, blood and water flowed from His pierced heart. 

This blood. and water of the heart of Jesus ig to-day still the in- 
exhaustible sottree from ‘which nen draw eternal life, as the Saviour 
said fò the woman of Samaria at Jacob’s Well: “But the water 
that I will give him shall become in him a fountain of watet, 
springing ap into life everlasting” (St. Jolin iv. yy). This 
water points to the water of baptism, without which nobody can. 
have temal life. But the blood points to thé source of grace in 
the most holy sacrament of the altar, in which Jesus dwells among 
üs and calls to us-with tenderest love: “Come to me, all ye tliat 
labor and are burdened, and I will refresh you" (St, Matt, si 
28). And why should we not return this loye? Why not love 
this heart which was broken. for the love of us? But our love for 
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His most sacted heart should not be shown by words alone: We 
mist show it by our deeds, as the Saviour Himself has said: “He 
that hath my conimandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
me” (St. John xiv. 21). We caf show our love for thé most 
sacred heart of Jesus by fulfilling the commandments of the Tove 
of God and our neighbors: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and with thy 
whole mind. And thoi: shall love thy neighbor as thyself? (St: 
Matt. xxii, 37,39). 

We can show our loye for the: most sacred heart of Jesus by 
appropriating and imitating the favorite virtues of Christ, 
humility, meekness, atid patience, as the Lord says: “ a - % 
fearn of me, becduse I am meek and humble of heart” (St. 
Matt. xi. 29). “We can show our love for the most sacred heart 
of Jesus by professing cheetfully the-name of Jesus and His. 
teligion, as the Saviour Himself says: “Every one theréfore, 
that shall confésé me before men, I will also confess him before 
my Father, who is in heaven” (St. Matt x, 32), We can 

_ show out Jove for the most sacred heart of Jesus by our willing- 
ness to stiffer wrongs, persecution, andmisfortune for His sake, 
ik God’s providence shéuld send us these, like the apostles, who 
“rejoiced that they were accounted worthy to siffer reproach for 
the name of Jesus” (Acts vı 4). We can show our’ love for 
the fost sacred héart of Jesus by carefully avoiding all sin, be- 
cause by sin the heart of Jesus is saddened the most by being 
willing to avoid everything which may ledd us into sin. and sepa- 
yate us from the love of Jesus, as thé Saviour Himself says: “He 
that loveth father or mother more than me is tiot worthy of me; 
and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not wortliy of 
me” (St. Matt x. 37). We can show our love for the most 
sacred heatt of Jesüs by loving our neighbor as ourselves, for the 
Lord will only acknowledge that we are His followers if we love 


one another, "Ag I have loved. you, that you also Tove one” © 


another. By this shall afl men know that you are my disciples, if 
you baye love one for another” (St John xiii. 34, 35). We 
edn show dur love for the most sacred heart of Jesus by our works 
of Christian charity, by following the principle which the loving 
heart of Jesus teaches atid follows: “And as you world that men 
should do to you; do you also to them in like manner” (St. Luke 


vi, 31). Yes, my dear friends, it is certain that the heart of — 
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Jesus never rejoices more than when men, whom the Master has ' 
taught by wotd and example, show and. exercise practical charity 
for each other, as we can learn from the words of the Lord Him- 
sélf: “Amen I say to you, as long as you did it to one of these 
my least brethren, you did-it to me” (St. Matt. xxv. 40), 

Do we find this love for the sacred heart fn the world? The . 
greater mimber of men are heathens arid know-nothing of the love. 
of Jesus and His sacred heart. Among the Christians. there are 
many heretics, and doubters who refuse to belieye in the love of 
Jesus and His sacred-heart, who rather offend it and bring sorrow 
to.it by deriding’ and petsecuting His sacred teachings, His holy 
Church, her priests and rites. And even among the faithful fol- 
Towers of Jesus, how few there are who really and truly love the 
most sacred heart of Jesus! 

Let ts, my dear friends, belong to those few who really atid 
truly do Tove the sacred heart, Let us prove this tove— 

Firstly, by pidusly and worthily receiving the sacrament of" 
pénance and the Holy Eucharist make reparation to the sacred 
heart for all the sorrows which we have so often inflicted upon, it. 

Secondly, Jet us piove onr filial love and gratitude by assisting 
frequently at thé devotions to the sacred heart. 

Thirdly, let us ‘add to our daily morning, noon, and evening” 
prayers the Short prayer: Sacred heart of Jesus, I implore that 
I may loye thee ever more and more.” 

Foitrthly, Jet us offer up all our works, our sorrows, and our - 

~ sufferings to the sacred heart. 

Filthly, Jet us not turn away'the poor without giving them alms 
in the name. of the most sacred heart. 

Finally, let us forgive and forget all offenses offered us for the ` 
sake-of the most sacted heart. 

Tf we thus Ioye and honor the most sacred heart of Jesus the 
Lord will figl what He has promised uss “And he that leveth 
me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him and will mani- 
fest myself to him . - . and we will come to him and will 
make otr abode with him” (St. John xiv. 21-233. Amen. 
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THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS IS THE BOOK OF THE 
ELECT, IN WHICH THE WHOLE SUM AND SUB- 
STANCE OF OUR KNOWLEDGE AND REFLECTION IS 
CONTAINED. 


“Behold a hand, was sent to me, wherein was a book rolled up.” 
$ Ez, ii, 9, a 


Why, dear brethren, did not our divine Saviour Himself write a 
book whilst He was upon earth ih which His Gospel signed with 
His own hand. would be left to posterity? Do we iot read that in 
the Old Testament the Lord God wrote with His own finger the 
fen commandments on tablets of stone? “The Lord gavé to Moses 
on Mount Sinai two stone tables of testimony, written with the 
finger of God” (Exod. xxxi, 18). Why did not God also write 
down, the law. of grace? How greatly would stich a book be prized 
by all Christians! Why did Jesus leave the writing of His 
teaching-to: the holy histogiatis? ; 

Once only wé read that Jesis wrote in the dust; for. instance, 
when they brought.the woman to Him who was taken in adultery 
(John viii, 6), but we read nowhere else in Sacred Scripture that 
the divine Saviour ever wrote anything, : 

‘The prophet Ezechiel relates that he receiver a book from the 
hand of God, filled with innumerable bitter- words, with the 
charge that he should at once cat it up: “Open thy mouth,” 
said the Lord, “and eat what I give thee, And I looked, and be- 
hold a hand ‘was sent to me, wherein was a book rolled wp, and 
he spread it before me, and it was written within and without; and 
there were written in it lamentations, and ganticles, and wog” (Ez, 
if, 8, 9). -What a wonderful book was that which was bitter and 
sweet at the same time! for the prophet says further: “And I did 
eat it, and it was sweet as honey in my month” (Ez, iii, 3), Saints 
Jerome, Bernard, Lawrence, Justinian and other holy fathers rè- 
marked that this book had aio other signification than Jesus Christ, 
the crucified One, and in particular His Sacred. Divine Heart, which 
is the~book of life; and of the elect, by which consideration the 
learned Salmeron cries gut: “O, book of books, it should be in our 
hand by day and night. This is our guide book, the object of out 
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solifoquies, the spur of loye” This Book is written within 
and without. Within, by its divinity and botindless Joye, with 
which the Heart of Jesus will love us to the end, for the apostle 
says’ “He loved me, and delivered himself for me” (Gal, ti, 20). 
And without, it is written with dn iron pencil, namely, with the 
cruel naifs and the lance. The author of ‘this book was: the Holy 
Ghost, for “He was-tonceived by the Holy Ghost”; this book was 
dictated by the heavenly Father, “who produced the word from alt 
eternity.” The coyet of this hook was His sacred humanity; 
the ink was provided by that precious purple blood, which was shed 
for our salvation so lavishly during His bitter Passion, The Jete 
térs afid marks: in this mysterious book were as numerous as the 
wounds and scars whith He received in His sacred Passion. This 
book was printed, ‘on Golgotha, under the press of His heavy cross, 
ag Tsaias says: “I have trodden the wine-press alone” (Is, Ixiii 3). 
This book ig opened.and réad in public, as on the pulpit of the cross 
the Sacred Hearé of Jesus was pierced hy the janice of a cruel sol- 
dèr “Buf oné'of the soldiers with a spear opened His side”. (John. 
xix. 34). On this St, Lawrence Justinian says: “God opened this 
book: publicly, that all might read therein,” 

This is why, dear brethren, our divine Saviour Jesus, whilst He 
was amongst ws, wrofe no book, because He Himself was a book, 
written within and without {Apoc v. 1)- Out of this divine booki 
we can draw all wisdom and heavenly knowledge. St. Chrysostom 
writes: “Christ is that book which, John saw in his revelations, 
written within and without; without, we see the wounds of Christ, 
within. we see the fire of His boundless love for us, This book 
Should be. meditated upon by the learned and, the unlearned; this 
should be read by all. While the humar body, when it is opened 
and diyided anatomically, affords the doctors: the precise knowledge 
of the arrangemént of the human body niore certainly thar a thou- 
sand, books-on. the subject, so does Christ, lifted up upon the cross, 
wounded, and pietced-throtigh the heart by the ortiel spear, when 
‘we contemplate. Him, devoutly teach us ‘fore for our salvation and. 
the attainment. of wisdom than all the books. of the theologians, 
‘’This” says St. Bernard, “is my highest philosophy, to know Jesus, 
and Him crucified.” And if, at first, this bool seems to be bitter, on 
account of the endless pains and bitterness which He suffered 
upon thre cross, still if will turn into sweetness for your soul, if you, 
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read’it with devotion and eartiest meditation. Tt was in this book 
that the Apostle Paul studied, therefore he considered alf things in- 
fetior to this noblest and sweetest knowledge; for this reason he 
taught that on this earth he wished only ta know Jesus, and Him 


but Jesus Christ, and Him crucified” (I. Cor, ii, 2), 

Yes, it was not enough for him to know the Crucified One. super- 
ficially, but by his truly wonderful knowledge he entered right into 
the divine Heart of Jesus, upon which all ‘his thoughts wefe'ebnicen- 
trated; therefore he had-no greater longing than that all should 


“For God is my witness, how I long after you ali in thd bowels of 
Jesus Christ” (Phil. i. 8), thatis to say, with the Tove of the Heartof 
Jesus, Out.of this book St. Philip Benizi learnt the great art of 
climbirig to the suminit of sanctity, while he kept his eyes raised to 
the five sacred wounds, and especially to the most amiable Heart 
of Jesus, the Crucified One, who otit of love for us was wounded. 
with the spear, weeping tears of love, and when he was about to die 
he asked repeatedly of those standing arotind him for this book. 
"Give me my book,” said he; first they handed him the Breviary, then 
another book, till finally he pointed with his finger and raised his 
eyes to the crucifix, saying, “This is my book,” ‘and after he had 
kissed it with a countenance beaming with heavenly joy, he pressed 
it to his heart, atid so gave up his soul into the hands of God. 

From this same book St; Bonaventure drew his knowledge anit 
sanctity. Whien he was once visited by St, Thomas. Aquinas, who 
asked him about-his, library front which he gatheréd such remark- 
able learning, he led him inte another room,ard showed him the 
crucifix, of which traces of tears-could plainly be seen, and whose 
opened side was worn away from being kissed, and he said: “This 
3s tay only book, and all my library, for what T know I learnt out 
of this book of life” The Lotd spoke once tothe prophet Habacuc: 
“Write the vision, and make it. plain upon tables: that he that read- 
eth it may rum over it? (Hab. ii. 2). A wonderful book, written on. 
tables of wood, and, set up publicly to be read. This book, says 
Lytiens, is Ghrist lifted up tipon the cross; out of this book all; the 

ucated and the ignorant, if they read it-with devotion, will learn 
the way of salvation, and know how to live and die, especially if 
their attention is ‘riveted on the Sacred Heart of Jesus, out of 





crucified: “For I judged not myself to know anything among’ you, _ 


‘havéthis wisdom, and like himself live in the Sacred Heart of Jesus: + 
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whith the treasures of knowledge and wisdom flow, and of which 
mystérious book St. John writes; “It is written in fhe prophets? 
And they shall all be taught of God” (John vi. 45). Listen, in te- 
gard to this truth, to a wonderful example. At one and the same 
time two ‘persons entered. a strict order; one was learned, and 
experienced in knowledge, and the other was a simple, unlettered 
man. After’ a short while the learned one,.on account of the severe, 
and tnaécustomed, manner of living, suffered sich vio- 
Tent temptations that he decided to return tù the world. Before 
taking this step; However, he told of his temptations candidly to his 
fellow novice, who encouraged him by powerful and earnést rea- 
soning, to hold his- -good intention, and to fulfill it to. the end of his 
life, and saidi “Be faithful unfo death, and I will give you the 
crown of life,” The scholar was surprised at the remarkable speech 
of the ignorant ong, and asked him where he obtained such high- 
flowing philosophy. The ignorant one drew the crucifix out of his 
bosom, and. said: “Behold, this is my Honk P Oh! how good a 
book is the crucified Jesus. 

The Blesséd Margaret Mary Alacoque, of the Visitation Order, 
died ot, the syth of October, 1690, a holy death, and went to her 
Spouse; she it was fo whom our Blessed Saviour ‘appeared dis- ° 
tinctly on the feast of St, John the Evangelist (who himself fad 
drawn all-his knowledge from this Sacred Heart, and had sees: 

is Back of Life opéned on the cross) ard showed: her His 

ed Heart, on a throne of fire, as clear as orystal, scarred with 
the cruel wound, surrounded with a crown of thorns, and sir- 
mounted in, the centre by a cross. By this appearance Christ the 
Lord wished fo give an account, as in a Book, of that Jove with 
which He was filled from the fitst moment of His conception until 
the end of His life. For this reasén He desired that His Sacred 
Heart should be opened to all, not only in heaven, ‘but on earth, in 
the Blessed Eucharist, and that all men should find therein a sure 
help. “Christ lifted up upon the cross,” says Dionysius the Carthu- 
sian, is the book in which the perfection of all virtues, the sublimity 
of all contemplation and whatever leads to salvation in the most 
wonderful, inexpressible and supernatural way can be read or learnf 
of, ‘Therefore, dear brethren, have courage and confidence, and you 
cwill obtain fror this Sacred Heart òf Jesus crucified and in the 
Blessed Sacrament, all that is needful for your salvation. This is 
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the teaching of St Francis of Sales, one of the greatest lovers and 
adorers of the most Sacred Heart of Jesus. As he was one day ad- 
dressing a large congregation of people, quite, inflamed, with. the 
love of Jesus crucified, there were seen suddenly to come from: the 
wounds. of Jesus tays of light, and he appeared to the people to 
be wonderfully enlightened, and he called the Divine Heart of 
Jesus his gem, and his ‘most precious peatl. Arid in conclusion, 
all those living in. the world should take Jesus crucified as their 
model, and imitate-Him, in life and death. As he who sails on the 
sea takes notice of a certain star, according to which he shapes his 
goutse,so as nobto miss the port, so should the Christian, who is in 
such, petil to his body and soul, choose the Sacred Heart as his 
guiding star, if he does not want to miss the port of eternal glory, 
in the midst of the great dangers of the sea of the world, by which, 
he will attain a.perfect knowledge, how to avoid evil, gnd how to do 
good, and by whose assistance and grace protected he will stand. 
fearless and unshaken through all the dangers of ‘life and death: 
“Where,” asks St. Bernard, “are we surer or mote: fearless than 
when in the wounds of the Redeemer?” And we will add: “And in 
the most Sacred Heart of Jésus?” The world may crash in its 
fury, the flesh tempt us, the devil persecute us, fear not whilst you, 
are in the cave in the rocks, that is in the sacred wounds. O my 
Soult how lovely it will be in the embrace of the Crucified One, in 
the kiss of His- Sacred Heart, to breathe our-Jast sigh, 

‘That you may obtain this grace, take shelter often in this. book, 
namely in the Heart of your divine Redeemer, which is full of 
heavenly teaching, and spiritual consolation; let not a day, or an 
hour, pass by without thinking of the most antiablé Heart of Jesus, 
to love Tt, and honor It; for this reason accustom yourself when 
the hour strikes, to strike yourbreast and to say : “Heart of Jesus, I 
love Thee, for Thou-hast-first loved me” Amen, 
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ERE 

THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS APPEARS BURNING, SO 

AS TO INFLAME OUR HEARTS ANEW, WITH LOVE 
FOR THE HOLY EUCHARIST AND HIS PASSION. 


# T am,come to cast fireon the earth aad. what will T but that it be kindled? "— 
i Luke xi. 49. à a 


Tv the Old. Testament God. often appeared to men in fire. 

- When He gave the Ten Commandments He appeared upon Mount 
Sinai in the midst of thunder and lightning, “And all Mount 
Sinai was on a smoke, betause the Lord was come down upon it 
in fire” (Exod. xix. 18). The Lord appeared to. Daniel upon 
a fiery throne: “I beheld ‘ill thrones were placed, and the 
Ancient of Days sat; His garment was white ag snow, and. the 


hair of His. Head like clean wool; His throne like fames of fire” 


(Dan vii 9). f 
‘The three ‘Babylonian youths, Sidtach, Misach and’ Abdenago, 
_ saw the Lord appear to them in the nifdst of the fiery furnace: 
“Behold, I see four mer loose, and walking in the midst of the 
fire; and, there is no hurt in them, ard the form of the fourth 
is likethe Son of God" (Dan. iii. 92), “ 
When Moses and the children, of Israel came out of Egypt 
there appeared to them a cloud and pillar of fire, in: which the 
Lord had set up His fiery throne, and whence He sent forth the 
lightning which killed Pharao; but the children of Istael He 
tonducted ‘safely through the Red Sea to Palestine: “Behold, 
the Lord, looking upom the Egyptian atmy, through the pillar of 
Tire and of the cloud, slew their host” (Exod. xiv, 4), The Lord 
sien Youchsafed to erect His throne in’ the midst of a Bush, for 
He appeared to Moses in the butning bush and called him to 
Him, and consoled him and all the children of Israel, who were 
tọ sorely oppréssed by the cruel tyranny of Pharao. Why did 
the Lord of infinite majesty appear in the' old law upott a fiery 
throne, and why did He so often set up His throne in the midst 
of birning fire? “This fiery throne,” says Philip Diez, “lis love, 
for God is seated i the midst of love; for this reason He desired 
to be called God, fire The Lord thy God is 4 consuming fire” 
{Deut iv. 2g)to prove to ws by this fiery throne the ip- 


S 





Tonara o. 











SERMONS ON THE SACRED HEART. ` xg 


tense love with which He loved us from the beginning. “With 
everlasting kindness have T had mercy on thee, said the Lord, 
tty Redeemer” (Isaias liv. 8). ‘ 


And tow behold a new wonder of this immeasurable Joye. ` 


The same good God, “having spoken on divers occasions, and in 
many ways, it times past, fo the fathers by the prophets: last of 
all; in these days, hath. ‘spoken io us by His Sou” (Heb. i, 1); 
for He, the Redeemer of the world, to prove to us His infinite 
love, -votichsafed to show His most Sacred Heart to Blessed Mar- 
garet Mary Alacoque, of the Order of the Visitation, of the 
Blessed ‘Virgin, resting upon a throne of fire, sirmounted with 
> a oxoss, pierced hy fhe lance and crowned with thorns, So that, 
through this most amiable object, to draw the tepid hearts. of 
men to His love; and: at the same time to inflame them with a 
pure-fite love. “I am come to cast fire on the earth; and what 
will I but that it be kindled?” (Luke xii. 49). The dim of this 
devotion to the most Sacred Heart of Jesus is’that, by this ven- 
eration and Jove, all the ingratitude and the grievous wrongs 


committed, against Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, by the heathens,. 


the Jews, the heretics, bad Christians, and eyen the faithful, espe- 
cially those who receive Holy Communion unworthily, may be 
made reparation for by the devdut faithful in their zeal for the 
honor of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus in the Eucharist and 
on Calvary; and. for this purpose the Friday after the octave of 
Corpus Christi has been set apart to this devotion, so that on this 
day the Most Sacred, Heart of Jesus may be venerated by the 
devout faithful with a special Honor and worship, There is no 
doubt that this devotion is yery pleasing to Jesus Christ, and. 
that a soul who Joves and practises this devotion will be the re- 
cipient. of numerous graces. from Him, f 

This devotion. was declared, by the Rey. Father de la Colom- 
hiète, SJ, a man renowned for his apostolic zeal and sanctity, 
after he had tried the spirit of the servant of God, the Blessed 
Margaret, to be right, pious, Holy and vety profitable for the 


* 


entire Church of God. Since then this devotion has been ap- , 


proved of by the Church, and at present it is spread all over 
the Catholic world. 

The late Holy Father, Pius IX. is the Pope of the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, for if was reserved. for him to inaugurate 
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the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and it was during’ his 
pontificate. that Margaret Mary Alacoque was beatified. During 
his pontificate, in 1875, was also. celebrated the gooth 
anniversary jubilee of the Sacred Heart being revealed to Blessed. 
Margaret Mary. -This great festival was accompanied by in- 
numerable blessings. In this way the words of our Lord: "I 
am. dome to cast fire on the earth; and what will I but that it 
be kindled?” already began to ‘be fulfilled. . ~ 


We are reminded by this consideration of that sacred fire 


"which God sent down from heaven upon the high priest, Aaron, 


when. he was offeting the first sacrifice on the altar erected by 
Moses. From that time on, this fire was always kept burning 
by having ñew ‘wood laid upon it, antil finally the city of Jerusa- 
Jem was taken by the Chaldeans, and the Temple and altars de~ 
stroyed; then the priests took this fite and: hid it in a well in the 
valley. ‘When, after many yeats, the Jews sought this sacred 


‘fire, they did. not find that fire, but in its place, they found in the 


well a thick liquid; Nehemias had this drawn off, and it 
was sprinkled on the sacrifice of the new altar, And, be- 
hold, a miracle took place,‘ when the sun, which, till, then, 


was covered with clouds, sent forth its rays upon the altar and , 


upon this Liquid. An etiormous fire was kindled, which not only 
turned the water into fire, buf consumed in an instant the sacrifice 
on the altar (II Mach. i, 22). This fire, which descended 
from heaven, is, according to the explanation of St Gregory the 
Great, the love of God. By the altar our heart is represented, ou 
which. this: divine loye should burm always. But this fite of love 
has beer, changed in the hearts of most Christians into a thick 
liquid. And, behold, through the Most Tender Heart of Jesus, 
as soon as it shines as the mystical sun, whieh, until then, was 
hidden behind the clouds, for there were few who thought of 
this Sacred, Heart, a great, fire of devotion-was kindled. And as 
in the. fime of the seraphic St Francis, on whom the Divine. 
Redeemer imprinted the marks of His five sacred wounds, 
so that the reniembrance of His most bitter Passion, which at 
that time, òn account of the unfortunate conditions which pre- 
valed in the Church of Gad, was almost entitély obliterated, was 
to be in a wonderful manner renewed in the hearts of the faith- 
ful, it happened in our own times that His divine goodness gave 
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new life through His Sacred Heart burning with love tothe cold 
and changed world, and kindled in our hearts the fire of His 
love, so that we might, love our Divine Redeemer, who gave us 
His Most Sacred Heart out of att, excess of love, with the love 
of our whole hearts, This is the aim of this devotion to the 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. The sight and the contemplation 
of the divine and tetiewed Heart of Jesus should be a means for 


ua to lift ip out minds to God and our Redeemer, and to love, 


Him with the whole strength of our hearts: 

Our Divine Saviour did nothing. on this earth which He had 
not before prefigited in the Old Testaments This Most Sacred 
Heart burning with love was also’ typified by that costly altar of 
incense which was made of setim wood, overlaid with gold, upon 
which the Lord otdered the, priests to burn sweet-smelling in« 
cense (Exod. xxx. ft). Can the Most Holy Trinity be offered 

- a Sweeter or more pleasing incensé than the Most Szered and 
Divine Heart of Jesus, which is hidden in the Most Blessed 
Sacrament? This most holy, glowing and burning Heart of 
Jesus is further typified by that golden censer which St. John 

. speaks of in the Apocalypse: “And the angel took: the censer 
and filled it with the fire of the altai, and cast it on the earth” 
(Apot. viii, 5). This angel is the Angel of Great Counsel, 

“gamely, Christ Jesus, whose Heart, as Sf Bernadine says, was 
compared to a censer filled with glowing’ coals, on account of 
His ardent, glowing Jove for us, This, His love, He has poured 
out entirely ‘before His Sacred Altar to the four ends (sides) 
that is to say of His Cross, through His open side. “He filled 
it with glowing coals and cast it upott the earth.” 

This Sacred Heart was prefigured by that propitiatory that 
was placed over the Ark between the two Cherubini, This pro- 
pitiatory was: the. Place of Atonement, where God once vouch- 


` safed to show mercy tà His people; for this reason it was called ' 


God's throne, or seat, upon which God, the Lord of the high 
‘priests, when He entered the Holy of Holies, gave answer -and 
| prophecy; “When Moses entered into the tabernacle of the 

covenant tô consult the oracle, he heard the voice of One speak- 

ing to him from the propitiatory” (Nam, vii, 89). 

Let tus now pass ffom the types to the reality; namely, to the 

Sacred Heatt of Jesus: What was fhis Sacred Heart upon 
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.edrth; and what is it stili in heaven, and in the Mast Blessed 
Sacrament bat a propitiatory where all sinful souls find a safe 
refuge from, the wrathful countenance of God? ©, sinners! . O, 
blind mortals! what ate you doing? Why do you- remain in 
your sins? Why do you hasten on foward the abyss of hell? 
Tellme, 2 : 
Dear Christian souls, delay uot; arise. and hasten to, the most 
amiable Heart of Jesus, to the kind Saviour, Mediator, There 
, yon will find a`sure harbor of refuge, forgiveness of sins, and 
perfect peace. “Let, ds entet” says Simon of Cassia, “into the 
_ Heart, óf Jesus, that august Heart, that ‘hidden. Heatt; to- the 
Heart’ which thinks of all, to the Heart which knows all, to the 
Heart which loves; and through the open door Jet ts enter and, 
at least, by the strength of our love, become like unto. this Heart. 
Te shows ‘a great indifference on the part of those who do not 
enter, though they know that the entrance is open. 
Now, O° Christian soul, there remains only one thing for ns 
to do, and that is tò tim with our whole heart toward this Sacred 
~ Heart, inflamed and“ wounded with love of us. Let us imitate 
-St. Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, who loved the Sacred Heart and 
the Holy Name: of Jesus with the whole strength of his souly 
which, is evident, as he called Jesus by no other name than. “his. 
Love” ‘The ardent longing of his heart and his love for Jesus 
were revealed when he was thrown as prey to: the lions, in the 
amphitheatre at Rome; he was devoured by them, but. his heart 
remained untouched, and om it was found written, in letters of 
gold, the Most Holy Name of Jesits, “In his heart” says” 
Nadasus, “which they cut up into pieces, there wag found, write ° 
‘ten -in Jetters of gold upon each separate piece, the name of 
Jesus.” Š 3 
© that our heart might be animated and inflamed with a like 
Joye for the Heart and the Name of Jesus. O good Jesus! do now - 
that which Thou didst once annouitce to the prophet Ezechiel: 
“And I will give you a new heart, and pút a new spirit within 
yous and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and 
will give you a heart of fesh?” (Ezechiel xxsvi: 26). Behold, 
our heatt is hard and hardened in sin; ©, soften it with the Blood 
of "Thy Most Sacred Heart, that ft may know Thee, and love 
and sesk none but Thee in the future, Our heart, O Jesus, — 
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is stony and ofr will is stubborn and ree to follow its 
passions; O, give us a heart of flesh, a docile ‘heart, a pliant 
heart, which observes Thy commandments in the smallest par- 
ticular. and finds its Jove in Thee alone. Our heart is cold 
and tepid; Q inflame Jt with the fire of Thy love, that it may 
burn, only with love of Thee, until it is reduced. fo ashes, Our 


heart, finally, is iaconstant, and, like a windmill, always in motion; ` 


O my Jesus! stréngthen it and fortify it with Thy grace, until 
at last, having overcome all dangers, it rests in. Thee for all 


eternity! Amen $ P y foe 


THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS IS A MIRROR OF EVERY 
VIRTUE, IN WHICH WE SHOULD OFTEN LOOK AT 


_OURSELYES, KÒ AŞ TO WASH AWAY THE STAINS — 


” OF OUR SOULS; AND TO INCREASE IN VIRTUE, . 


“For she is ahe Hi jonni of sisma Tight, and. the tnspoted mirror of 
ie a and the image of his ee vii, 26, 


Iw the Old Testament, God commanded thata brass basin staid 
be mde, polished like the ‘brightest mirror and placed at the doot 
of the holy tent, so that the priests, when they wished to-enter Gad’s 
tent, could behold thentselyes beforehand in this basin, and, if they 
found anything soiled or in disorder, could ‘cleanse it in, a washbasin. 
(Exod. xxxviii, 8,) By this brass and shining mirror is uriderstood 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, in which we see ás in a very bright 
mirror, eyery virtue reflectéd, and in which wè can not only behold 
distinctly the spots and stains of oiir soul, but also wash them away 
in its precious blood: “The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin” (1. Johni, 2). y 

Once, when St, Cátheriñe of Sienna looked into this mirror of the 
divine Heart of Jesus, and beheld her own heart upon the other side, 
still subject-to so many imperfections and faults, she beseeched our 
Lord, inthe niost urgent manner, that He would vouchsafe to take 
her heart away from her, and dn its place to'give'her His spotless 
Sacted.Heart, ‘This prayer was pleasing-to the Lord; and He took 
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wy . 
her heart Ra and gave her instead ‘His own, so that in the future 
she could say to the Lord: “T offer to Thee, O Lord, not my heart, 
bat Thine?” i 
When the virgin Cathetine Raconisia, who loved the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus with the tendetest devotion, looked with the eyes of her soul 
into this mirror, and saw ‘therein, as in the clearest crystal, the spots 
upon her heart, she implored the Lord that He might take her heart 
and purify it in His blood, and then replace it; ‘the divine Saviour 
granted her desire, took away her heart, and returted it fo her purer 
and holier than it was before; and this took place five times in the 
course of her life, as is related by the Reverend Father John 
Weyer, S.J. $ 
_ O Christian soul look also at night, during your examination of 
conscience, into this divine mirror, the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and 
you will find material enough for selfacousation, Consider His 
astonishing liumility, how He knèlt at Judas’ feet, allowed Barabhas 
to be preferred to Himself, atid was nailed to the cross between two 
‘thieves, Oh, how gteat was this humility of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus! And then consider, on the other hand, how little of humility 
your owit heart knows, with all its vain desires for worldly honor 
and-tiches, i 
In this way you may consider all the- virtues; for instancà 
patience, purity, sobriety, poverty, mortification, and so on, and in 
every case you will find imperfections and, negligences and cause. 
for teproach. Acknowledge these faults of your heart, and implore 
earnestly the Satred Heart of Jesus for grace, so that you may ime 
prove in, the future, - ` 
Tt is related by authentic writers of Sdint Rosalia, the daughter 
of King Sinibald, ‘that, óne day, at her father’s desire, she dressed. 


- herself in her royal robes, and then comtemplated herself thus 


adorned in the mirror, She had hardly glanced at the mirror 
when she was seized with a sudden dread, because there she saw, 
in the mirror, the divine Saviour, streaming with blood, 
cfowned with thorns, His whole body bruised, and fastened to the 
tross with iron nails;and she heard the voice of the Redeemer, say- 
dig: “ Behold the Mat whom thou didst crucify; behold the wounds 
which thou hast miades behold the side which thou didst pierce.” 
Her heart was so strongly affected by this pitiful voice and by the 
sorrowfal sight that, without consideration for the would, for 
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kingdom, wealth, royal pléasures, honors, and even. the paternal 
house, she renouriced: them all, and chose a dismal cave in the rocks, 
where she passed the rest of fier life in constant contemplation of Her 


crucified Saviour, until her blessed death. In the cave she wrote ` 


with her own hand this inscription: “I, Rosalia, daughter of Sini- 
bald, Lord of Quisguina and Rosa, have, for the love of my Lord 
Jesus Christ, decided to live in this cave” Her holy body was.found, 
during the pontificate of Pope Urban. VIL, in the year 
1625, and on this occasion Sicily was delivered from a terrible 
Plague at her intettession. g 5 
Pope Boniface VIII, seht once to the Queen of Great Britain an 
exceedingly bright gilt mirror, with a costly comb, as a special 
present, Now, I offer you, my dear friends, one like it, only a much 
truer’ mirtor, namely, the most holy and précious Heart of Jesus, 
which is sutmounted, with a ctoss aud surrounded with thorns, 
‘Hang this divine mirror in your bedroom. Go for advice during the 
day to this mirror, and éffacé in it the stains of your soul. I offer 
you also a comb, nantely, the prickly thorns which pierced thig 
Blessed Heatt of Jesus. “ Look and make t# according to the pattern” 
(Ex. xxv: 40), O Christian soul! look frequently into the mirror 
ofthe divine Heatt of Jesus, and make amends for the sins you have 
ommitted against God, against ‘yourself, and against: your neighbor, 
Bat do not look into, it superficially and in passing, of which 
the Apostle St. James says, “beholding his own countenance in a 
glass; for he beheld himself, and went his way, and presently forgot 
what thanner of man he was” (James i. 23), and, therefore, he took 
no pains to wash away the stains and fo put in order that which was 
in disorder; but Jook into it after the manner of yain young girls, 
who do not leave the mirror until the least little thing is attended to. 


In this way, Christian soul, look into the mirror of the Sacred Heart ` 


of Jesus, and learn there to overcome your anger, to practise meek- 
ness, and fo imitate His patience and chastity, His obedience, His 
love of God and of His neighbor, and to be resigned to His holy will 


in all things: “For I hays given you an example? says the divine. 


Sayiour, “that as I have done to-you, so yout do alsa” (Jolt xiii. 1g). 

Tt will be useful to relate here an episode in the life of the Rev« 
erend, Father Hippolyte Galatinus, of Florence, This priest lived in 
Florence, in the neighborhood of a vain woman, whose godless life 
-and. hatte he took very much to heart. Tó saye her soul he made 
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use of the following stratagem. He had a pictùre painted, repre= 
senting the divine Saviour, scourged and crowned. with thorns, 
streaming with blood. This picture, which from the back was made 
to look like. mirror; he ‘hing, after the manner of women, at the- 
window, aid he stood frequently hefore it; arranging his hain, 
adjusting his cap, and so on. To the before-mentioned sinner, who. 
lived. opposite, it seemed strange to see this priest, who was so well. 
known ‘6x ‘account of ‘his sanctity, standing so often before his 
mirror; and she remarked, jokingly, thaf he had better lend herhis 
looking-glass fora while. This as a much-desired message for < 
Hippolyte, He took the supposed mirror and showed her the pic- 
ture, At this unexpected sight, the sinner was strangely moyed, 
and touched, she looked again and again at-the picture, and shortly 
afterward she forsadk the world, entered a convent, and led a very 
edifying life smtil her death, : 
The philosopher Sdctates desired that his scholars should fre 
quently look at thetiselves in the mirror, so as to correct the carriage 
of their bodies, their manners, and: their motions. 

Christian soul { I know of a mittor, in which you can not only see 
everything which is immoral, defective, and objectiondble, bit in, 
which yout ‘can improve yourself. ‘This mirror is the most amiable 
Heart of Jestis; which the Church, with so much right, places before” 
all Cliristians as 4 model for all their actions, morals, and virtues, 
Look diligently into this holy mirror, so that this model may been- 
graven upon your heart. “Thou hast, O Lord Jesus Christ,” says 
Saint Drogo Hostiensis, “ made Thy body into a mirtor for my 

soni.” ` i y 

` If you Tove your soul, take the Sacred Heart of Jesus for your 

mirror, place it before your'spiritual eyes, lool: into it often, ask help 

of it in every temptation; so that it may be your salvation in that . 
|, last struggle, which wiil open for you.the gates of eternity, Amèn, 
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THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS BEGINS EVEN AT HIS 
BIRTH THE WORK OF OUR REDEMPTION, BY 
` SUPFERING-AND INSTRUCTIVE EXAMPLE, ' 
* She laid him in a manger; because there an no robm for them ia theinn” 
Luke ii, y SEAS a S 


Holy Scripture tells ‘us that to save his life the child Moses was 
placed by his mother in a basket made of bulrushes, tightened with 
clay and pitch, and laid in the sedges by the river’s brink, where he 
would. be found by the King’s daughter. (Exod, if. 3.) What a 
sad fate for an iandcent new-born babe! “But the child Moses in 

the basket of bulrashes was only a prototype’ of the divine Saviour, 

. who at His birth was laid by His Holy Mother in the poor manger 
of the stable, “She laid Him in a-manger; because there was no 
room for thein in the inn” (Luke ii. 7.) The fathers tell 'us that . 
this wooden manger, which is still preseryed and venerated at Rothe ’ 
in the Basilica of St, Maria Maggiore, was for Christ a model'ot the 
cross which He was to carry all His life long, “Christ?” says St. 

> Peter Damian, “ lying in the shanger, typified the way-and minner 

, OE His martyrdom,” and another saintly writer says: “ Jestis, exposed 

, ta the cold, and. fying on the hard wood, began then the sufferings 

` gad torments of martyrdom}? while St. Bernard writes, “Consider 

; the life of the good Jesus, and you will find it nothing but a cross, 

for from the moment of His incarnation, He was always suffering.” 

You may recognize in this, dear brethren, the worideriul arrange- 
ments of God; the sactifices of the Israelites pleased, Him no longer, 
nor the blood of calves and-oxen. His divine justice required, 
another kind of sacrifice, a-sacrifice of peace in expiation of the sins 
of the whole world, and this was thé divine Heart of Jesus, which 
was ready at the will of the Father, God willed that this innocent 
sacrifice should be offered up fo Him, and the child Jesus offered the 
same most willingly: therefore the Lord said to the Psalmist: 

“ Burnt-offering and sin-offering thou didst not réquire: then said 

I: Behold Y come, In the head af the hook it is written of me that 

I should do Thy will: O my God, T have desired it, and Thy law in 

the niidst of hiy heart.” (Ps. 30 ¥. 7,89.) . 5 

The holy fathers point out who was that tobleman of whom St, 
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Lúke relates (xix, 12) that hé went into a far country to receive for 
himself a kingdom and to return. St, Basil says, “ This nobleman was 
none other than Chtist our Saviour, for He is not only noble as to 
His divinity, ‘but also as to His humanity. He went info a far 
country, for He left the bosom of His Father in hegyen to come 
into this world which was a strange country, where, not without 
great pains, He sought a kingdom for Himself.” And what kind 
of Kingdom did He seek? Contemplate the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and you ‘will find therein. this kingdom. The Lord reigns from the 
cross, “This dominion ofthe most bitter eross was for Him, aboyé 
all the kingdoms of this world, and this cross was given to Him 
in the manger, by the Father, asa birthright, of which Isaias (ix, 6) 
says: “ For a child is born to us; and a son is given to us} and the 
government is upon His shoulder: ” (namely the cross), and we adds 
in His Heart, too, for Jesus hore this government, namely the cross 
and His sufferings, in His heart all through His lite, 

St. Chrysostom remarks; “ The scourge, the crown of thorns, the 
cross, and the other jgnominies and tortures of the passion aré the 
glory of the only begotten of the Father; for this He came into the 
world, for this. He was conceived, nursed by the Blessed Virgin, and 
brought up by St. Joseph, ta die finally upon the cross, as a sactifice 


‘of loye, for the salvation of all, and still more, even after His 


dedth and. all the agonies that He endured, out of pure love to leave 
us His Heart as à pledge.” O good Jesus! I know not how to ad» 
mire sufficiently this infinite Jove of Thy divine Heart] Thou dost 
indeed, love më without bounds, Q most Sacred Heart of Jesus, for 
Thou dost:consider it an honor to suffer for me, and my heart should 
not love Thee in return? For my sins, Thou didst suffer inexpressi- 
ble tortures; and I would not leave off adding sin upon sin? O 
kindest Jesus! late indeed have I loved Thy most amiable Heart! 
Behold in me, a tepetitant sinner, for in fature Thy divine Heart shall 
be the only object of my love! 

Josue, the unconquered general, who loved his people in adversity 
atid was faithful to the end, after having Jed them finally with tre 
mendous difficulty through the river Jordan to Palestine, divided 
this. promised land among them, taking for himself the least and 
most unimportant place, Thamnath Saraa, in Mount Ephraim, as his 


_ dwelling. (Josue xix. ṣo.) When St. Jerome, traveling through 


Palesfine, saw this place, he could not admire sufficiently Josue’s 
magnaninsity, that he, although the leader of them all, should mod- 
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estly choose for himself the most unimportant, ‘rocky; and barren, 
spot in the whole land. 
Let us take leave of these prototypes, and return to the original. 
Jostie means, by transposing the letters, O Jesu. Now, what has 
the meeckest Heart of Jesus done, who Joved. poverty so ‘dearly? 
At His birth, although the richest, it became for us poor and needy, 
‘by choosing for its dhode a wretched, and lowly spot, the cave of 
Bethlehem, arid. for His throne the animals’ manger, to show us that 
He would not only’be the shepherd of otir souls; but also their food 
in the Holy Eucharist. Ọ most amiable Heart of Jesus! what would 
Josue, Thy prototype haye said, could he, haye seen Thee at Thy 
F birth, shivering’ with cold, lying among the cattle? “Did any one 
ever hear of a greater lowliness} exclaims Didacus Stélla, “ than 
that of being born in a stable? Or of greater poverty than that of 
being wrapped in insufficient swaddling clothes? Can anything be 
thore severe than at such a fender age to he laid in a manger?” 
Therefore, it is not to be wondered at, that the divine Heart of 
Jesus, speaking by the mouth of the royal Psalmist, compares Him- 
self to a worm, saying, “ But I ama worm, and no man? the reproach 
of men; and the outcast of the people.” (Ps, xxi. 7)” The worm is 
cast out from the dwellings of the poorest; Christ and His. Blessed. 
Mother were refused. refuge everywhere in Bethlehem, and were 
| obliged to take shelter in, a stable, to protect themselves from the 
cold, The worm remains burrowed in the wood or in the earth, and 
Ñ denied the light of day; Chiist, who is,-in truth, the hidden God, 
began His childhood in a wooden: manger, and in His manhood. hung 
oti the wood of the cross; as the worm is spurned by evéry ont, évert 
the least of men, and trodden wider foot without mercy, so Christ: 
was perstouted by the ungodly, and trodden under their feet. The 
worm, on account of its displeasing appearance, is detested by every 
one; men turm away their heads in disgust at sight of it. O Chris- 
tian soul! look at thy Saviour's face, look into that most innocent 
Heart! ‘What dost thou behold there? “There is no beatity in, 
Him, nor comeliness ; and we have seen Him, and there was no sight- 

~ liness, that we should be desirous of Him; despised, and the most 
abject. of men.” (Is. Kii 2, 3.) 

‘The worm finally is placed upon the angler's hook, and the fish 
swim foward it,-and being allured by the bait, they are caught, O 
my Jesus, Omy Love! Is not Thy most Sacred Heart like unto a 
worm, which not only offers itself as our food in the Holy Excharist, 
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bat also upatl the cross. as-on.a fish hool; fastened by the iron nails 
Thou dost call üs fo Thy service! “O what a humble worm is 
Jesus Christ,” says St, Bernard, “the reproach of men and the out- 
cast of the people, despised by all without cause, without punish- 
ment, trodden upon like a worm,” Christian soul! behold how sad 
it is, to. see Jesus lying in the manger, like the most despised worm 
of the earth, and embracing the cross with both hands, and pressing 
it to His Heart, And thou dust and ashes, d yeritable nothing, thou 
-darest to pride yourself! “O proud corpse,” cries the pious Gerson, 
“if all thy miseries are not sufficient to humble thee, look, T beg of 
thee, at the humility of thy King, thy Lord, and thy God. Behold! 
He who weiglis the globe in His three fingers, lying in a stable. bes 
tween two animals, and dying at last between two: thieves on the 
dgnominious tree of the cross.” O astonishing miraclé of the love of 
God! And thou, dost not yet Jove this Sacred Heart of Jesus? Nor 
conform thyself to His most holy will in all thy affairs? ‘Thy Lord 
and God lies ina comton manger, exposed to every kind of hardship 
arid siffering, “He sheds bitter tears on account of the cold, and, His 
wholedife will be nothing but suffering, persecution, want, the cross, 
and death. And thou, worldly soul, desirest to enjoy all pleasures, 
to look after the comforts of thy body, to lie on a soit couch, to - 
adorn thyself with magnificent clothes, to be a slave to thy appetite, 
and to obey in all things the cravings of the flesh? O poor soul! 
Listen, as final admonition, to the word of St. Jerome: “Tt is im- 
possible for any one to partake of the present and the future joys, 
anil to pass from the one gladness to the other.” Amen 
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_ DHE DIVINE HEART OF JESUS OFFERS ITSELF UP, IN 
THE FIRST PLACE, AS A MORNING OFFERING TO 
THE HEAVENLY FATHER FOR THE SINS OF THE 
WHOLE WORLD. 


“They carried him to Jerusalem,-to present him. to the Lord.”—Lukedi. 22, 


SYNOPSIS. —Dhe command of God to offer up tò Him every fest-born. The 

Nene of God fournesing ferusalent to vbey this Taw. The morning 

offering atthe Temple and the evening sacrifice at the Cross. Explanation 

Feil ie Pinea Ger Lote recat of Cade Boa 

A OF. g La < Davis 

ae a tybe of Our Lord, The Heart of Jesus the purest and ‘patient 
offering tö the Pathet, 
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God commanded the Israelites to bring Him dvery first-born as.a 
sacrifice in remenibrance of the truth, that the angel had kilfed in one 
night all the first-born of the Egyptians, but had spared those of the 
Israelites. “ Sanctifyurite me every first-born,” (Exod. xili.2). To 
obey'this Jaw the Mother of God, after having spent forty days in the 
stable at Bethlehem, journeyed to Jerusalem with the Divine Child 
and His foster father, there to offer up fo the eternal Father in the 
Temple her first and only begotten Son, Holding Hini in her arms,’ 
and kneeling down with reverence and devotion, she there offered 
Him up to Almighty God, according to the testimony of St. Thomas 
of Villanova, with the following words: “Almighty Father! Take 
this sactifi¢e whith 1, Thy servant, offer up to Thee for the whole 
world; accept our mutiial Son, for He is Thine from all eternity, 
mine from fime; take now from the hands of Thy servant this most 
holy mòrning offering; which will thereafter from the arms-of the 
Grass ‘be offered up to Thed asan evetiing sacrifice.” Oh, what an 
agreeable sacrifice! Inasmuch as thé tender Infant Jesus copse- 
crated, at His first public presentation in the Temple, His Most. 
Sacred Heart to the Heavenly Father to glorify Him, aad to récon- 












‘than whith this earth has never seen another alike! 

“Never; says Like of Burgos, “had such a sacrifice appeared 
in the tent of the covenant. Never had there been seen in the Temple 
of Solomon such & glorious and illustrious offering.” Already the 
prophecy of Aggeus began to be fulfilled: “ Great shall be the glory 
of this Jast house, more than of the first, for the desifed of all nations 
shall comes and I till filthe house with glory.” (Aggeuis ii, 8, x0.) 
God the Lord and highest lawgiver had commanded our fathers 
that they should daily, as ‘a perpetiial sacrifice, offer up an innocent 
lamb in the morning at the rising of the stn, and a second one in 
ithe evening’ at the setting of the sun, for the mutual good of the 

eople: This is that morning and evening sacrifice of which David. 
so often. speaks, and which was offered up by the people at public 
expense, First of all, the lamb was washed in the pond, then it 
was slain by the priest, cleansed of the blood and entrails, and 
then roasted upon a wooden spit in the shape of a cross over 
slow fire, while the- priest and the people stood around with 
hearts aud hands “uplifted imploringly to heaven, offering up to 
God, the Lord of the living and the dead, this lamb as an agreeable 
sacrifice, * This is what thou shalt sacrifice upon the altars Two 
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ile Him with the human race. Truly a most agreeable sacrifice, 
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Tambs of a year old every day contifiially, one lamb in the morn 
ing, and the other in the evening.” (Exod. xxix. 38.) O sweetest 
Jesus! Thott art that morning and evening sacrifices; the morning 
sacrifice as Thou wast brotight, as St. Bernard says, “by Thy holy 
Mother on the day of her Purification and there offered up for the 
first time in the Temple to the eternal Father for the salvation of 


` the whole world, where she paid for Thee. to the priest, as to the 
' sepresenfative of God, five shekels as ordained by the law” St. 


Thomas of. Villanova sayst “The Redeemer was bought by the 
Virgin for five Shekels, He who should redeem the world by His 
five wounds.” But Thou didst become an evening sacrifice, O Jesus} 
Whem on the evening of Thy ‘life Thou wast nailed to the 
swoodenspit-of the holy Cross and inflamed in the fire of divine love, 
Which butted unceasingly in Thy Most Sacred Heart, Thou wast 
offered up there for the sins ‘of all people as an agreeable burnt- 
offering. A : 

St. John the Baptist points oat to the Jews the Redeemer, who had 
just fetiirned out of the wilderness, saying: “Behold the Lamb: of 
God, who taketh away: the sins of theworid O Christian soul, how 
much art thou obliged to this innocent Lamb! He could with perfect 


justice have cast thee into hell long ago, and behold! He vouch-. 


safes to become a sacrifice for thee, and to offer up in the Temple 
Fis, divine Heart itself to His Heavenly Father as a worthy satis- 
faction for tly sins, O Joye, O botindless kindness! Can we, O 
God, make: any return which is worthy of Thy love? Oh, if we 


_ had a hundred, if we had a thousand hearts, should we not be 


obliged: to love Thee. with all these hearts and with all their 
strength? X ; ‘ 

Tt is related of King Dayid in the setond bool of Kings (xxiv. 
25), that when a pestilence devastated the city of Jertisalent he, to 


"appease the wrath of God, erected an altar, upon which he offered 


up burnt-offerings and peace-offerings for the salvation of the entire 
kingdom: “ And David built there an altar to the Lord and offered 
Tiolocaústs and peace-offerings: and the Lord became merciful to the 
Jand; and theplague was stayed from Israel.” Then the angel which 
had been seen in the clouds with a drawn sword immediately with- 
drew the sword and replaced iz in the scabhard, as a sign that.God 
was propitiated, “ And when the angel of the Lord had stretched 
gut ‘his band ever Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord tad pity on 
the. affiiztion, and said to fhe angel that slew the people: Tt is 
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enough: now hold thy hand.” (IL Kingsxxiy, 16} Whatsignifi- 
cation did this sacrifice have which was so pleasing to God that it 
brought peace and salvation to the people? O most amiable Jesus! 
Thou wast prefigured by this and similar peace-offerings as the 
morning and evening sacrifice, “Through this; says Cornelius 4 
Lapide, “ Christ was to be prefigured, stretched upon the cross and 
slain Jike a beast of sacrifice for the redemption ‘of mankind?* 

TE even. this offering as offered np by David at the time of the 
pestilence could appease God, because it prefigured Christ, what 


meek Larnb, he ablé to do if thou shouldst offer it up to the ettrnal 
Father for thy sont, especially in the holy sacrifice of the Mass or- 
when receiving the Holy Euchatist with a clean conscience? O 
how holy, how pure, how exalted would this offering be in the face 
of the whole court of Heaven! Is it possible that thy prayers and 
hdesires would be réjected and not be heard if this innocent: victim 
should be offered up to the Heavenly Father? 

Father Lohner, S.J, relates of Albuqterqué, the celebrated 
admiral, that on one of his journeys to. the East Indies his fleet 
twas itt the greatest peril of sinking on account of a terrific Storm 
which was raging, When the danger was at its height he seized” 
bis child, and, holding it up toward heaven, he besought God, the 
Lord of the’world,-to spare him and his companions from death 
for the sake of that innocent child, His prayer was heard, they 
were saved, the storm ceased. 

O niost gracious Virginf Mother of God and of men, Mother 
bf the Redeemer, behold the-misery in which the people of all coun- 
ries languish, and how by the waves of this misery they are tossed. 
here and there, and how Holy Church is persecuted, publicly 
ind secretly, by word and deed, how she is blasphemed, calum- 
nlated, robbed, oppressed, becatise they desire to annihilate her and. 
make her disappear from the face of the earth, War, pestilence, 
hunger, murder, robbery, deception, suicide, and all sorts oF crimes. 
ind vices rage oyer the whole earth, O gracious Mother! giveaid to 
he Holy Church, have pity upon the Holy Father, the persecuted 
hristians ; stow thy sweetest Son Jesus to the eternal. Father, that 
e may youchsafe fo grant peace anid unity to the Church and the 
seople fot ‘the sake of the intiocence of this meckest Lamb, and 
specially forthe sake of His most amiable and most innocent Heart. 
It is related of a high official of the court of Queen Candlacis of 








would the true, living, innocent, and divine Heart of Jesus, that 
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we fe ` 
Aethiopia that, when. reading in Isaias the words: “ He shall be ledas 
a sheep to the slaughter, and shall be dumb ag a lamb before his 
sheater, anid he shall aot open fis mouth ” (Is. lit. 7), this heathen, 
by this simple passage, was so moved in his lteart with love for the 
most holy ard rheekest Heart of Jesus, this divine Lamb, that he 
had this. verse expldined to him by St.‘Philip. He ther confessed 
hig belief in. Jesus Christ atid asked for baptism. 

© Christian soul! If the consideration alone of the innocent 
‘Heart of Jesus, that inimaculate and spotless Lamb, could work such 
à wonderful coriversion in a heathen, what may and will the Real 
Presence of this’divine Heart in the Holy Eucharist accomplish for 
us? Let us therefore exclaim with St Johns * Worthy is the Lamb 
that was sfain to receive power, and divinity, and wisdom, and 
Strength; dnd honor, and glory; and penediction” (Apon v. £2.) 
Amen i : i 
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THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS IS THE MOST OBEDI- 
ENT OF ALL, AND IN HIS HIDDEN AND PUBLIC 
LIFE THE MOST WILLING TO WORK, , ; 


“He went down with them, and came tò Nažaréth; and was subject to 
them,"—Luke ii. 51, è a 


* 


SYNOPSIS.—The docile and obedient lambschdsen as syithol of Our Lord 

s Nons the model of obédiences Miraculous Samle oF obedience to: the 

of man, The most miraculous of all the obedience of God to man, 

to His parents, to His  fersecaters, to the priest at the altar, How aboat 
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by Adai. ‘Hs volllingnece te both ond His love of the workingman, 

griot Let as follow the example of Jesus: ` 


` The Jamb is a well-chosen symibol of obedience, for it follows 
everywhere in its mother’s footsteps, even when they lead to death 
and slaughter, During the persecutions in the days. of the early 
Chintch, the Christians did fot. dare to place the image of our 
crucified Saviour for public veneration in places where they as- 
genibled for divine worship lest the newly converted shoidd waver 
in their faith when they looked upon the pitiable form of the 
dyiig Redeemer upon the cross, Nor should the heathen moele at or 








SERMONS ON THE SACRED HEART. - zg 


revile this image. They placed upon the altar à simple cross; and, 
beneath it & Jamb lying peacefully among the instruments of the Pas- 
sion, with a Latin inscription meaning: 


“The Lamb zedeeme ie sheep. 4 
Christ jnnoctntly suffers for them ani 
Reconciles the sinful children to their Father. 


What a beautiful symbol of the first Christians! In the Old 
‘Testament the whole world was astonished when the sun obeyed. 
the command of a mortal man; Josue, and at his word stood still, in 
its course; “So the, sún stood-still in-the midst of heaven and 
hasted not to go down the space ofa days . + « the Lord obey- 
ing the.voice of a man.” (Josue x. 13, 14.) But how much more 
should we be astonished that the Sacred. Heart of Jesus, which is the 
sun of justice, was so óbedient as to willingly subject itself to Mary, 
(“> His haly Mother, and to St. Joseph, a carpenter, in their daily tasks, 
and labors. “Take notice;” says St; Bernard, “of what the Saviour 
did; observe how He submitted His will to theirs—to. the-will of a 
woman (the Blessed Virgin) atid. that of a poor carpenter.” ' 

- We admire the. obedierice of the rocks, which, at the command. of 
, Moses, yielded water plentifully; the obedience of the sea, which om 
- being touched hy Moses’ staff opened up a path to..Palestine for 
` "the people to Palestine; we ate astonished at the obedience of the 
Jordan, which receded hefore the ark of the covenants the obedience 
of the fire, which at the command of Efias fell from heaven and! 
consumed. the sacrifice; the chedience of the earth, which at the 
command of Moses opened and swallowed up Dathan and the 
rabble of Abiron. These arid sinilat wonders of nature, where the 
elements. obeyed the voice of matt, excite our admitation. But 
why are. we not astonished, why are we stot surprised, that the 
Creator of nature, God Himself, the Incarnate Christ, obeys without 
objection and without murmuring the commands of a poor mother 
and a foster-father, a-carpentet—why He ts subjected to them in aif 
things and why He renders to them interior and exterior obedience, 
He whose sole motive of obedience was the love of His heavenly 
Father? This is indeed the greatest wonder. i 

Not only was the Sacred Heart of Jesus, this most perfect: model 
of obedience, subject to His parents, but afso ix His Passion sub- 
ject to the ‘blasphemous judges, the bloodthirsty executioners, and 
ail maniers of most cruel punishments and tortures, and ever tò 
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death upon the ĉross; but, what we can fiever sufficiently appreciate 
is his obedience to the authority of the priest at the altar, where at the 
words of consecration in the holy sactifice of thé Mass He at once 
obediently descends from heaven and submits Himself in the Sacred 
Host entirely to the discretion of the priest, Truly a wonderful 
condescension. of the Sacred Heart toward, is. 

Where is, however, our obedience toward God and His com- 
mandments? What about our obedience toward thosé in authotity 
and our parents who laye command over ts in Gods stead? Learn, 
Q man, to obey,” says St, Bernard; “Teatn, O earth, to stbject thy- 
self; learn, O dust, to obey; blush ye proud ashes. God abases 
Himself, and thou exaltest thyself. God is subjèct to mat, and 
thou desirestto rule over men thati preferrest thyself to the Creator,” 

“He went down with them and came to Nazareth and was sib- 
ject to them.” (Luke ii. 31.) Observe how much meaning the 
evatigelist puts- here in a few words, since: he passes over in silence 
everything’ which the Sacred Heart of Jesus did in the time from 
His eighteenth year until His baptism, and méntions only this of the. 
childhood and youth, of Jesus Christ: “He was subject to ther.” 

He prayed, He fasted, He was silent, He labored with His poor 
parents, Since Jésus was subject fo these parents; without doubt 
Te showed His obedience. by sharing with them the burdens of 

lahor,* 

Let us cotisider more closely the words: “And He was subject 
to fem.” Who was subject? God, the Lord of the whole world, 
the Creator of the. world, to whom: all things are, subject, He 
abased and subjected Himself willingly to Hig creatures, To whom?, 
To a poor Virgin, His mother, and a htimble carpenter, who as- 
sured the place of father to Him. The Creator of the world sub- 
jected Himself humbly to them, obeying eagerly their every word. 
and glance, saying always: “Behold, I am here.” (Is. lil. 6) Why? 
To give ns. an example how to avoid idleness, to practise hu- 
mility, and not to shun, any- trouble and any eiforts to obtain 
heaven and the salvation of our soul. O men! O Christians! behold 
and consider Him, ihe great wise architect of the world: how He 
~works in the little house at Nazareth, how He collects the chips in 
the carpenter's workshop, antl sweeps the house; He carries the 
wood upon His shoulders, splits and saws it, helping His foster- 
father. O happy earth! which did soak up the sweat that fell 
trom the brow of Jesus while He worked. O tukewarm idlers! 
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what have we done for God, for fieaven, for oir own Souls and the 
souls of our neighbors? 

When Adam, the father of the human race, learned from God 
that he must in thë sweat of his brow till the soil, which would only 
yield him thorns and thistles, and that he must eat his bread in 
toil and cares, he submitted himself with great obedience to the 
divine commands by putting’ his hand to ‘the plow and, patiently 
tilling the earth, in hunger and thirst, cold and heat. Now I wilt 
show you, O Christian soul, another bit innocent Adam, who, as 
St Paul says, was typified by the original Adam, “ who is a figure: 
of Him that was to come.” (Rom. y. 14.) Behold how this second 
Adam, for thy sake, and for love of thee, fatigues: Himself in the 
catipenter’s workshop! Behold how this new Adam eats His bread, 
in sweat and labor, in hunger aiid. thirst, in trouble and carek Behold. 


_ and consider how He at. the same fime laid hold of.the plow 


(which, is’a syrtibol of the cross) to purify therewith the earth, 
that was cursed through, sin, from the thortis and thistles! O 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, my Redeemer; how often wast Thou 
exhausted and worn out with work for mel how beautifully and 
tridy has the royal prophet prophesied of Thee: “I am poor, and 


in labors from my youth.” (Ps, Ixxxyii. 76.) About this a father 


of the Church says; “Behold, the good Lord never ceases to labor 
until the day of, His death For this He desired ip be born 
between an ox andan ass, hecause they are the most hard-working 
animals, to show us how much He loved work and thé worlingman; 
and for this reason He overlooked the princes and the great ones 
of the earth, and caused His birth to. be announced first of all to 
the shepherds and tillers of the soil.” 

“The reason,” says, the pious Gerson, “why the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus did not chobdse a man of high rank, à prince, but rather a poor 
mechanic, 4 carpenter, for His father, is that in the workshop the 
cross and the other instruments of His Passion should be continually 
hefore His eyes.” - 7 

© good Jesus, who would not, in contemplating this, admire the 
obedience, the patiénce, and the humility of Thy Most Sacred Heart? 
Instead of enjoying the highest honors and pleasüres of this 
earth, behold, Thou didst, for my sake, ‘become obedient even unto 
death tipon the “cross; Thou didst choose ignominy rather than 
Tonor, poverty instead of treasures, cares instead of pleasures, sor- 
row instead of joy, yes, even the ignominious death of the crossi 
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and 66.as to Have the cross before Thy eyes during the thirty years, 
‘Thou choosest a catpenter for Thy foster-father, Or boundless love! 
O infinite goodness of Thy Sacred Heart. Lant ashamed, © Jesus, 
when, I look in my heart and see how disobedient and refractory ië 
has Deew to Thy divine commandmefits, tó Thy inspirations, and 
to the commands of myJawful superiors. I repent of my indolence 
and my rebellious will,-and I humbly beg forgiveness for my 
former errors, and, Through the merits of Thy: Most Sacred and 


Most Obedient Heart I pray that Thou wouldst grant mea heart, 


that shall obey Thy divine commandments in every patticular. 
Grant my prayer, O Jesusl me: ` 

© beloved souls, who have been delivered with the awful price 
of the iost precious blood, open your eyes: Behold, I set forth 
in your sight this day a blessing and a curses A blessing, if you 
obey the commandments of the Lord your God? ai curse, if you 
obey not the commandments of the Lord your God?" (Deut, 


‘xii 26,27.) Be “obedient; therefore, and you will be sureof salvation, 


rx 
s 
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THE DIVINE HEART OF JESUS, ALTHOUGH EXCEED- 
INGLY MEEK, STILL IS VERY ZEALOUS FOR THE 
HONOR OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER IN THE 
TEMPLE, g 


“Make not the house of my Father a Kote of traffic John ii, 16. 


SYNOPSIS.—Whereas God usually sent one of His ankels to inict pune 
ishment upon offenders, Our Lord took the jaana of pagine 
ond money tenders in ig omn Hands, This fact should demionsirate to 
sis kous greatly He ss displeased at thosé wha assail His Church, atd 
a bce sens poa dia dig dema, ete a 
os jer kee ‘ods ess Soloa; raliai, 
Moses, Joseph, tie widow's mites How insan sin H Hits regard.” 


Who. would not be astonished: whem considering the exceeding 
kecak zeal which inflamed: the Heart of Jesus as He grasped a 
Scourge, and alone, against so many; drove ont the crowd, of trades- 
people, with their sheep and oxen, from their temple at Jerusalem, 
upset the tables of the money-changers, and thereby abruptly ter- 
minating their whole businesst Owing to- His holy zeal the còin- 


w 


tenauce of the meek Jesus began to be illuminated as if by lightning, . 
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so tliat at sight of Him not-one of the offenders dared to mlirmutr, 
but every ‘one of them, as if struck by lightning, deserted his wares: 
and flew from the sight of God's wrath, The:disciples remembered 
this fervor and zeal of the Most. Sacred Heart of Jesus, and after His 
glorious resurréction they spoke about it among therrisdlves (Joliti. 
ii. 17), thereby recalling the prophecy of the royal Psafinist, where it 
says t “ The zeal ofthy house has eaten me up.” (Ps. Lxviii. 10.) 

‘Why, ©. most benign Lord, did Thy Heart: so burt within Thee, 
and why didst Thon not disdain to take vengeance in this manner 
‘wpon these spoilers of the temple? Was this not beneath Thy dig- 
nity and Thy divine majesty? Why didst Thou not charge the 
angels to drive ont these ungodly people from the, Temple, and to 
chastise thenr as they deserved? Thon didst once cast Lucifer, the 
first ofender; from. heaven. into hell, by Michdel,. the: leader’ of the 
heavenly hosts. Thon didst drive Adam ont af, Paradise byt cherub 
armed, with a fiery sword. Thou didst annihilate the five cities i 
the. yalley of, the: Jordan, the first-born of the Egyptians, and Phas 
rab by an angel Thon didst chastise David when he sinned, and 
the entire army of Sentacherib by an angel. Why didst Thou not 
here charge aangel to punish? o 

St. Vincent Ferrer gives ‘us the reason by sayings “In order to 
show how greatly those displease Him who assail Hijs“ Church, 
He doés not rommatid an angel. to puiish them, but punishes 
these blasphemers Himself with Hig own ‘hand; and also to impress 
‘pon His ‘followers how greatly fhey should reverence the holy 
places and the, tenple where God Himself takes up His abode.” 
“The Chareh,” to ase the words of St. Chrysostom, “ is neither a 
Hairdressers’ shop; nor a perfumers’, hor a workshop. It isa place 
for the angels, the abode of God, Heaven itself.” 

“That which is holy mast be held in proper esteem. “The temple 
of the Lord ig Holy; it is God’s edifice, God's dwelling. "But if 
any maw violate the temple of God: him shall God destroy.” (I, Cor: 

When God appearéd to Solomon the second time, He said to hirr} 
*T haye heard thy prayer and thy supplication, which thou hasp 
mate before me. I Have sanctified this house, whith thei hast 
built, to put my name there for ever: and thy eyes and my heart shall 
be there always.’ (III, Kings ix. 3.) Remember, the eyes of Gad 
ate in the temple; they notice and behold everything. arid that what 
they have seen will count for or against us on the day of judgments 
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* The altar is Billed with mysteries,” says St. Chrysostom, “and the 
Lamb of God is sacrificed for thee, the Seraphim stand near, . n . 
and thou dost not blush, thou dost. miot fear, thou art not ashamed, 
and dost not seek to be reconeiléd with thy God? The king is 
present; He comes fo dwell among His faithful, and thou standest 
laughing before His eyes, and thinkest little of thy levity? Dost 
thou not ste how those who are in the presence of an earthly king 
are attentive in his service, how motiorileys they stand before Him, 
without speaking, or looking here and there? Therefore, should wé 
niot in the temple lift up our hearts om high, and with great rever~ 
ence, serve the King- of eternity, the Immortal and Invisible One 
agho from the altar observes our actions? . 
When Abraham, the prince of the patriarchs, went to: sacrifice 
his only son to God, he ordered, before ascending mount. Moria, his 
{wo servants who had accomipaitied him for three days on the jour~ 
ney, to wait at the foot of the mountain until he would return. to 
them, after the accomplishment of the sacrifice. Why did he not 
permit the animal that had carried the Wood, and the two servants, 
to ascend the mount with him? For tio other season than that they 
might not hinder him during the sacrifice, or: distract his heart ftom 
devotion, and because it was not fit for an animal to be present at a 
holy place, where God Himself, with the host of angels, was present 
to receive a holy sacrifice which was & prototype of the sacrifice of 
Jestis Christ upon the cross. ` 
. Let us apply the example to otttselves, In the temples of Al 
mighty God there is no longer offered the blood of rams and oxen, 
or of sheep, but the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus is offered up daily 
by the hands of the priest, at the altar, as an agreeable sacrifite to 
God. Oh, what reyerence must be expécted of us here in the presente 
of God! What purity and fervor of heart on the part. of the sacri- 
ficiny priest as well as on the part of Christians who assist at this 
sactificel Divest yourself of every earthly thought, distraction, or 
business, and say to them, with Abraham, as often as you enter the 
temple: “Remain heres I will go and worship, and then I wilt- 
return ta you.” 
TE Moses off Mousit Horeb was bidden io take off his shoes before 
pproaching the Lord God who was present in the burning bust, 
ow much more must we keep free from all earthly desires and 
lhoughts wher present in the temple to worship God? For “ Sane 
ty is becoming to the house of the Lord.” 
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IF Josept of Egypt, when he was led. out? of his dungeon after 
having been imprisoned there for two years, was first of all washed, 
shaved, and arrayed in clean garments before he was allowed to 
appear before King Pharao and his court, how much more must we 


“ haye a pure heart and conscience when offering up our prayers and 


supplication in the*presence of the Almighty, in the palace of the 
King of heaven! “Before prayer?” says Sirach (Eccl, xviii, 23), 
“ prepare thy soul, and be not. as a mán that tempteth God.” “ For 
it is not sufficient,” says St. Bernard, “that,out heart prays in the 
temple, like an empty grindstone, upon which no grain is poured, 
ott, but we must pray well, and lift up a -pure heart to God.”- “We 
should not only pray,” says St, Chrysostom, * but we should-pray 
sq that we may be heard.” 

“What is the meaning that my beloved hath wrought much 
wickedriess it my house?’ (Jerem. xi, 1g.) Ate not, these words 
true in onr day? Mary and Joseph found Jesus in thé temple after 
seeking Him diligently for three days. How many Christians, are 
there not, who lose Jesus anew, bat through their own fault, through 
theie-yices!. The publican obtained forgiveness of God. in the temple 
because he had a contrite and humble heart. “He went down to his 
house justified** (Luke xviii, 14), says the Evangelist. But how 


many are there df us who not only. neglect to turn their presence 


in the temple to good account, But’ even increase, by wilful or 
thoughtless itteverence, their guilt and punishment! Nowadays 
many go to charch just to ses and to be seen, fo talk atii gossip ‘with 
one another, to laugh and discuss scandal, “You stand and laugh,” 
says St, Chrysostom, “ It would not be surprising if lightning de~ 
stended upon you, for such behavior deseryes: immediate death.” 

A poor widow; as is related by St. Luke, the Evangelist, came into 
the temple to offer to God her heart and all her belongings. She 
threw two pennies inte the collection box, and, as the divine Saviour 
Himself. tells us, her gift was, more precious than that of any one 
else, But in our time many pérsons come to church, not to give 
their heart to God (for their heart is far from Him), but to turn 
their backs tipon Him, anid to turn their faces to other people, and 
their minds to levity. : 

"Ts this hause, then, in which my name hath been called tipon, 
in your eyes herome Á den of robbers? I—II am he: I have seen it, 
saith the Lord” (Jerem. vii, 8-11,) A great many Christians 
deserve this reptoach, particularly those who make bad conféssions, 
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and eyen approach the divine banquet with sin-laden consciences. 
Many persons wonder why God caused the miraculous birth of Christ | 
-to he anttounced to the shepherds by an angel. Eucherius explains 
this, and tells ust “The reason why the angel announced this mes« 
sage to the shepherds appears to haye been that they: might nó 
enter the stable incattiously, where the Infant fay, Thig cave was, 
owing to the presence of the Son of God, consecrated as a temple; 
therefore the shepherds must enter this new house of God well 
prepared, with. the right condition-of body and soul, so that they 
might not desecrate it?” ‘The-three wise men did the same. They 
entered, the house, and, finding the Infant with Mary, His mother, 
prostrated themselves, and adored Him. Here you have an exam- 
ple how you should enter the temple, and how you should conduct 
yourself in the présence of the Most High. Offer up your prayers 
in unity with the intentions which the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
had tipor earth, when He prayed to the heayerily Fathers “The 
prayer of him that humbleth himself, shall pierce the clouds? and 
till it come nigh he will not be comforted: aa he will not depart till 
the most High behold” (Ecclus, xixy. 21.) Amen, 
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THE MOST SACRED HEART IS EXCEEDINGLY RICH IN 
MERCY; THERE ALL pg FIND PARDON AND 


‘ 


“Come to me, alf you that labor’ and are burdened, and 1 will refresh 


you. Matt, xi, 


SYNOPSIS:—Jesus called. Himself the “Son of Man}? xather than the Son 
of God, ta indicate His assuming humón nature. His human Heart ime 
parted contpassion and tenderness i the other ports of His human 

jody, the eyes, the ears, the tongue, the kands, the feet, the whole pody 
o does the divine Heart alsa impart grace to she members of His 
myslical body, the church, The gentleness of the Sacred Heart. The 
Senariton woron, The intercession of the Sacred Heart, Sauk aud 
avid, 


TE is remarkable that the divine Savion? during His stay upon 
earth vised no other name for Himself, than that of “Son of man.” 
In St. Matthew's Gospel alone the divine Redeemer calls Himsel® 
by this nare-twenty-eight times. Why did He not call Himself 
“Son of God”? St Cajetan explains that Christ did not call Himself 
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“Son of God,” but “Son pf man,” in order te emphasize that He 
‘was a real man, and that He was giving His whole Heart, and 
even His life for mankind, because, for this He came into the 

world, to save mankind, and te offer Himself for their redemption. 
What. boundless, amazing loyé of this most loving Heart of Jesus, 
by which it offered itself up for all mankind, and even now breathes 
grace and mercy towards märkigi jüst as the stin ilumines the 
earth, gives light to. a stars above, and imparts fo all creatures 
light, warmth aad gionth 

‘Yes, the divine at of Jesus is the mystical sun, which dogs 
good. to all, ilumines everything and the rays of His divine mercy 
are poured out in heaven upon the eaverily spirits, and the souls 
of the blessed, but also upon the souls of tortals upon earth, not 
barring evet the greatest sinners. From this divine Heart all the 
members of Hig most,sacrad body -ere inspired swith mercy. For 
proof of this Jet us peruse the Holy Scriptures, `”? 


Observe, O Christian soul, above all, the affectionate eyes of Jesus, . 


how they express the greatest leniency fowards wretched souls; ask 
Matthew, the publican:, “Jesus saw a man. sifting at the clistom 
house, whose wame was Matthew, And. He said to ‘him: Fol 
Tow me, and. he rose úp and followed Him,’ Jesus saw Zacheys 
in the fig tres, and Peter in the courtyard and both as He gazed 


„upon them rould pot withstand these eyes. “And the Lord turning, 
looked on Peter, and Peter went out, and wept bitterly? (Luke 


xxii, 61,)}, Behold. the poweriof the eyes of Jesus! 

And’ His ears, how ready and willing they always were in life to 
Jister to the troubles of tniserable mankind. The thief thon the. 
cross had hardly uttered the words; , “Lard, remember me,” when 
this petition ‘was, already granted? “To-day thou shalt be with me in 
Paradise.” Now take notice. The penitent thief had not asked 
fo? Paradige-—in the consciousness of his crime he would never have 
ventured to ask for its he prily asked, that the ears of Jesus would 
notice the voice of his supplication, and with his humble “temem- 

ber” he obfained more than he had hoped far. 

Consider the tongue and the fips of Jesus; through them only 
love and clemenicy were poured out for all, 

Consider His pierced hands upon the cross, how Deneyolent aad 
generotushad theysheen towards all, especially towards the sick and 
suffering, All-they asked. of our Lord was that He should Jay 
Hig hands upon then, 
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Consider the fee? of Jesus, contemplate how Magdalene pros- 
trated herself humbly before them, moistehied them with her teats, 
and thereupon obtained fofgiyeness of her sins. 

Consider finally the, sacred body of Jesus of which the evangel- 
ist Luke says: “A virtue weht out from him, afd he healed all,” 
and this virtue flowed even from the hem of His garments and, 
itnmediately healed the woman who had sitffered from. an issue 
of blood for twelve years; 

Whence, O Christian soul, came this virtue aud clemency whictr 
flowed, from all the embers of Christ's body? Contemplate the 
divine Heart of Jesus; there you, will find the source and ‘origin 
‘of all His goodness and grace. . 

As fom the heart of inan the other members of his body receive 
Jife and strength, 50 from. the Sacred Heart of Jesus flows abitu- 
dantly àll grace and mercy upon the mystical members, which are 
the faithful,’ “Because in, him it hath well pleased the Father that 
all fultess should dwell.” (Coloss. i. 19.) Jes 

Who may despair therefore if the Sacred Heart of Jesus is so kind, 
so gracious, atid sò conipassionate? Approach, O sinner, with per- 
fect confidénce and contrition the throne of divine recontiliation, 
and you, will be amazed, and your heart will expand with the im- 
immensity of love. Do you doubt the sweetness and clemency of the 
divine Heart. of Jesus? Remember the woman of Samaria. whom 
Jesus met at. Jacob's well in Sichar, where after the journey He sat 
down, fatigued and thitsty, and asked for a drink of water in these 
words; “Give me to drink.’ But the woman, displeased at this 


demand, answered Katightily: “How dost thou, being a Jew, ask 


of me to drink, who am a Samaritan woman?’ You Jews, she 
meant to say, do not associate with the Samaritans; why then do 
you come to this well and ask a service at my Hands? 

You see here the pride and arrogant heart of the Santariian 
woman, for she addresses Jestis with “thou,” without respect for His 
dipnity which showed itself in His outward appearance. How did 
the most meek Heart of Jesüs behave? It had compassion upon 
the. wonian’s weakness, and continuing the conversation, He said to 
her with, gentleness and meekness: “If thou didst know the gift of 
God, and who it is that saith to thes, Give me to drink; thon pèr- 
‘haps wouldst have asked of him, and he would have given thee, 
living Water” (John iv.) (By this living water the Lord signi- 
fied, accotding to St. Cyril, the grace of the Holy Ghost that washes 
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the sotil, from sin as if by. water, and cools the-heat of passipn. To 
this kindness of the Lord the pride and insolence of the woman 
gave way at once. “Sir,” she answered, “give me this water ;” and 
from now On she addressed Jesus always as Sir. Whence came 
stich great and sudden change in this bold woinan? St. Cajetan 
‘says! When she heard the kind answer of Jesus, she began fo 
reverence Jesus; for before she had said, thou, but now Sir. 
Contemplate here the meelneéss and the compassion of tlie Heart.of 
Jesus, which, like the stin, tisës upon the good and the bad, and 
despises no class of men, but iavites them all to come to Him, with 
the wortis? “Come to me; all you that labor, and dte burdened, 
and I will refresh you,* ee 

Sacred history tells us, that Saul collected an army to take David. 
prisoner ini the desert and to kili him. David hearing of this arose 
in the night and accompanied by Abisai entered secretly into Satl’s 
tent and found him sleeping, and his spear stuclein the ground at his 
head, Then Abisai said to David: “I will ran tim through with 
my spear even. to the carth at once; and there shall be no reed of 
a second time.” But David replied that on no account was Sail to 
be killed: “The Lord he merciful unto.me, that I extend not my 
hand upon the Lord’s, anointed! But now take the apear which 
is at a head, and the cup of water} and Jet us go." (I, Kings xxvi. 
7, IL z 

And they did so. Why did David hot kill his eñemy after God 
had delivered: hin into his” hands? David is the prototype of 
Christ, who said of Himself: “Leatn of me, because I am meek 
and humble-of heart?” (Matt. xi. 29.) , But Sat, who persecuted 
David unjustly, is-the image of the sinner, Abisai signifies the di- 
vine justice which is provoked and ready to run the sinner through 
with the spedr of eternal perdition, and destroy body and soul. 
But the most meek and gentle Heart of Jesus does not allow this, 
saying + “Upon no account shall thesinner die. I desire not the death 
of the sinner, for ‘he is an anointed of the Lord’ that is to say 
redeemed with my blood, and “the Son of man came nat to-destroy 
souls, buk fo save. (Like ix, 56). For this reason, I permitted 
any side to be opened with the spear; that he might have free access 
to my Heart. And if this my boundless love does not move him to 
return and fo repetit, I will oblige him to enter there, for ‘there is 
still room in this divine Heart; I will take away his weapon and 
‘his cup of water, that is, the health of his body, his earthly pos- 
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sessions, and the lusts of the flèsh, throtigh which he formerly per- 
secuted ine Tike Saul, so that he may know his sins, and find grace 
and. life.” “O man,” exclaims St. Bernard, “who would mot love 
this Heart, which is so sorely wounded? who that is so loved, 
would not love in return?” 

St, Mechtildis once saw 4 most beautiful siren, surrounded by a 
wonderful brilliancy, step out of the most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
crticified ; in her right hand she held a diamond, which she frequently 
dropped into the open side of the Redeemer, and ‘bathed it in tha 
blood and water of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. St. Mechtildis was 
astonished at.this sight, and when she asked the divine Saviour for 
its meaning, she heard the divine voice from, heaven which said to 
her: “By, this beautiful virgin is signified the fove of God for man- 
kind; the diamond is the symbol of the heart of man, which, though 
hardened indeed, Sains at last light, and the luster of virtue when 
bathed in the most precious blood of Jesus: Christ.” 

O sinhers! if until ‘now your hearts were hard like the diamond, 
a enance, and wash your souls imthe Sacted Heart of Jesus, and. 

e blood 6f the Lamb. Come hither, all you whe are troubled, 
Herei ig rest E your soils. Amen, 


eee He ne CR REN, fillet erin a at rI esta 


ee s 
, z 
+ 


THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS IS A WELL OF LIVING , 
WATERS IN WHICH THE SINFUL SOUL KINDS 
GRACE AND SALVATION, 


“ Give me to drink,"—John iv, z 


SYNOPSIS, ~The Samaritan woman at Jacob's wel the pee of the sinji. 
soul, Teu thirsting for our solvation, He offers in Fis Sacred: Heart 
the fo of the waters: of iife fo $i souls, nrdochais dredin nE 
ge a ot that greur tito œ river and into a sun the protöiype ot the 
Sacred Heart, from which Rows the spring of grace aji salvation, 
story of the healing of the man born blind. The pool of Sildc, mine 
ich he cleansed himself from, sickness, signifies the Sacred Heart, in 
Eae a voul vay clena teinh front the sickness of sin, The waters of 
oe pee an which the he Bl lessed. Virgin wasted the clothes of the diine 
id, has miraculous powers, fikewise the well of St, Peier in Rome, and 
athe, u but gmong alt there is none ike the irae Fountain of Bye, the 
cred Hear; 


> 


Let us transpott ourselves ih spititto Jacob's well, and contemplate 
how our divine Saviour, exhausted with the joufney, seats Himself 
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beside the well, while His disciples go thto the vity to obtain food, 
and how the Lord réqttests the Samaritan woman, who had. come to 
the well, to get Him water, with these. words: “ Give me to drink.” 
O most gentle Jesus! Why doés Thy divine Heart thirst? Tfeyen 
the source of salvation thirsts, how may: our dry souls be refreshed? 
St. Jolin the Evangelist writes: * Jesus, therefore, being wearied 
with his journey, sat thus omthe well. Tt-was-about the sixth hour.” 
(John iv. 6) To this St. Augustine remarks: “ The mysteries are 
already commencing, for it is not without reason that Jesis ig 
fatigued, not without cause that the power of God'is- exhausted, 
He is fired by the journey, and sits down at the well, at the sixth: 
hour: He sits down fired. All this has meaning and signification.” 
And what does if signify?’ At the sixth hour the Sacred Heart of 
Jestis thirsts, for at this hour Eve, so tells ds St, Chrysostom, trans- 
grossed the commandment in Paradise. He thirsted at athe. sixth 
hour, the hour, as another saintly writer remarks, at which, man 
sinned, and was driver, out of Paradise. He thirsted at the sixth 
hour, that is the hour, says St; Anthony of Padua, at which Thou, 








* Oumy Jestis, didst dwell tipon the source of merey—the cfoss—and 


in the same way Thy divine Heart thirsted, whilst Thoi didst cry 
out, “I thirst” After what didst Thou thirst? Surely it was the 


“ salvation of those, replies the same St. Anthony, for whose redemp- 


tion Thou didst shed Thy blood. Now we can no longer be sur- 
“prised that the tired and thirsty Heart of Jesus requested a drink of 
water from the Samaritan woman. St, Albertus Magnus says: He 
thirsted mote for the woman's salvation than for the drink of water; 
and, seated at the well, Ele led this sinner to salvation in the most 
wondérfal and gentle manner, so that she, who had been vicious and. 


ferocious, became now meek and contrite of héart, a gentle lamb of 


Christ, and, became finally a martyr for thé Christian faith, whose 
holy relies ara still preserved in the Basilica of St, Paul at Romie, 

O ye thirsty and sinful souls, coméalso to this. living source, to 
this spring of salvation, to the Sacred Heart of Jesus tó ‘which St 
Johtt says in hig secret revelations: “To him that thirsteth I will give 
of the fountain of the water of life freely” (Apoc. xxi. 6.) Let 
us meditate more closely upon the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the source 
of salvation. . 

Small ard unimportant was the fountain which Mardochai once 
saw in a dream, but this fountain soon grew into a river, and was 


turned into a light, and inte the sun, and abounded info many - 
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waters. (Esther x. 6:) What does this strange, mysterious dreain 
of Matdochai signify? How can water turn into light and sun? 
By this little fountain that became a great river we areto understand 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, “ What is this, O kind Jesus?” exclaims 
Mallonius, “what is this? Behold, the little fountain of blood en- 
closed it the Heart of Jesus! And after the lance had opened His 
side, was that fulfilled which God said to Moses: * Strike the rock, 
and water will How thereftom ; for after the mystical rock-—Christ— 
Had been, struck with the spear, the little fountain grew into a river.” 

Again, how could the river of this precious blood and water which 
flowed from’the Sacred Heart of Jesus, be türned into light and sun? 
Have. you never seen the sun reflected in a clear stream, on the pure 
waters of a river, how it imparted its image to the waters by the 
reflection of its rays, and formed another sun, so thatthe spring itself 
seemed to be a shining: sun? 

Logk at thé Sacted Heart of Jesus. There you have not only the 
source of all grace.and every good, huť you have a mystical sun that 

' sends forth its rays of grace in every direction, and to the further< 
imost parts of the world in the most miraculous manner, Ó how 
tuiraciifous, how rich in graces is this fountain of the Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus! O men, come, come, hasten to this. divine fountain! 
Let not the words of Scripture apply: ta your “For my people have 
done two evils: They have forsaken me; the fountain of living water, 
and Have digged to themselves cisterns, broken. cisterns, that can hold 
no water? (Jerem: ii 13.) 

Tt is-quite suitable and instructive-in this place to remember the 
story of the healing of the man, who was hotn blind, whose eyes the 
kind Jesus touched with dust and spittle, ordering him. to go to the 
pool of Siloe, and there to wash his eyes with fresh water, where» 
upon he would see, O good Jésus, who would not wonder at this 
unusual way of divine curing? Couldst Thou not have given sight 
to this blind man by a simple word? Why didst Thou send him to 
the pool of Siloe? St. Gregory the Great says: “ Every act of Christ 
Serves for Out instruction,” "This man born blind is the human race, 
which, by the sin of Adani, is blind from birth. Jesus saw this blind 
man and had compassion upon him, and in His mercy delivered him 
from his affiction, and how did He do this? “He sent this blind man, 

> to tie pool of Siloe, which, according to the holy Fathers, was a pro- 
Totype of Christ crucified, “Christ,” says Cornelius 4 Lapide, 
ts Silos; that isto say, the fountain of living water that flows into, 
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‘eternal fife,” for when He petmiited His Sacred Heart to be opened. 
upon the cross, the source of all grace and blessing was opened up 
tö the human race, of which divine fountain the prophet Zacharias 
says: “In that day there shall be a fountain open to the honge of 
David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusdlem, for the washing of the 
sinner.” (Zach. ‘xiii. 1.) Christian soul, who art blind and a 
sinner, imitate this blind man who, with the greatest joy, hastened 
to the fountain of grace, and if, like him, you are despised by the 
Pharisees ard Scribes for your devotion to the Most Sacred Fleart 
of Jesus, and laughed at, do tiot grieve, for in this wholesome poo! 
you cati be cleansed not only from the filth of your sins, but you will 
also obtain the enlightenment of grace, “Ghrist will enlighten: 
thee” (Eph. v. 14.) Because of Him, the Psalmist says: “ For 
with thee isthe fountain of life: and in thy light we shall see fight” 
(Pg, xxxv. to.) Listen to St. Thomas; If we desire-to be cleansed 
from our blindness of heart, we mist ‘be washed spiritually, as 
Tsaias tells ns in these words: “Wash, cleanse yourselves.” ‘There ix 
nie more wholesome bath for the soul than the Sacred Heart. of 
Jesus. Herein, wash yoursélves then, it the blood of the Lamb, who 
says of Himself: “To him-that thitsteth, T will give of the fountain 
of the water of life freely” (Apdc. xxi. 6.) That well in Egypt 


wherein the Mother of God washed the clothes of the divine Child 


is, to this day, held-in great veneration by Christians as well as by 


Mahometans. Its waters cure in the most tiraculous way many . 


sicknesses, St. Peter’s fountain at Rome, which-sprang in a miracu~ 
fous manner out of the Mamertine rock at the foot of the Capitot 
so that St. Peter could baptize the Romian soldiers who were con- 
verted to Christ, is also famous, and even to this day there flows a 
healing water from this fountain, 

There are many other miraculous fountains, but there is one which, 
‘without comparison, surpasses all the others, namely, the fountain of 
life: the Sacred and divine Heart of Jesus. ' 

Ask that disciple who reposed upon. the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
what he drew from this diviné fountain. “Rivers of wisdom,” says 
the Venerable Bede, so that he could say+* In the beginning was e 
Word” Ohappy disciple! Who can comptéheitd the incomparable 
sweetness, whith thou didst then dtink in from the thost amiable 
Heart of Jesusi” 

St. Bernard mentions fiye fountains of the Redeemer: ‘The first 
he calls the fountain of mercy; the second, the fountain of wisdom; 
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the thitd, the fountain of grace; the fourth, the fountain of loves 
and the fifth, which is the Sacred side arid Heart of Jesus, he calls 
the fountain of life, in which we are not ofly cleansed from sin, but 
born again to a new life, * From this fountain,” says St Anibtose, 
*there flows, not the corruption of death, but the source.of life ever- 
Tasting” © men, why do you dtink of the inebriating filthy waters 
of worldly pleasures? Why do you forsake the fountain of life 
eternal? 


An abundant fountain of | grace is God, the crucified, the Eucha» 
tistic, anid, especially His Sacred Heart, whence flows the source of 
all graces and blessings., How beautifully the Lord says through 
Ezechiel; “I will pour upon yout clein water, and. you shall be 
cleansed from all your filthiness,” (Ezech. xxxyi, 25.) ° And. let 
us conclude with the words of St, Ambrosé, who says 1“ There flowed 

. from. out His side water and blood ‘whereby ‘we might be cleansed, 
and drink: erste Amen, 
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“7 AM THE DOOR, IF ANY ONE ENTER BY ME, HE 
SHALL BE SAVED” 


Jorn x, 9, 


SYNO; SS-I side door is, Norè ‘Ark, w) TA offered ay eiivance Ta 

$3) safely ta ali, whe sould escape frone destructic ion grih the huge es ty type 
e wound in {hie Holy ide af A Lord, thro 

rier the Sacred gah the Salvotion of all who w ich e fri 
destruction of si, At the gates. of Paradise ax angel vee with 
flaming Sord, to forh id entrances not sa at the Sacred Heath There 
entrance 45 open to oll. The ladder leading to: Heaven in Jatal's vision 
a type of the cross and the Sacred Heart. 


‘When, the whole human race turned away from God, and was 
steeped in sin and vice, the just God determined to wipe fhe whole 
human race from the face of the earth, with the exception of Noe 
and his family. Therefote God.commanded Noe to build an ark of 
wood, in. which he and his family and part of the animal world 
(two of cath kind), should be saved. Noe went td work and made 
the ark accordifig to the orders of God, with three divisions, and. 
one.door off the side, 

Accérding to the opinion of St. Augustine, Jesus Christ crucified, 
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otr Redeemer, is represented by the ark, and the sacted wound in 
His side, particularly His Sacred Heart, by the door at the side; “the 
doon” he writes, “which was at the side of Noe’s ark is in fact 
that wound made when the side of Christ crucified was pierced by 
the Jatice’* For as Noe and his family were saved by entering through 
that door-into the ark, whilst the rest who did not enter perished 
miserably, so will those who-enter into tlie sweetest Heart of Jesus 
crucified, with a lively faith and contrite ‘heart, be safe from thé 
deluge of eternal dampation, whilst those who refuse in this life 
to enter in at this door of life in thé Sacred Heart of Jesus, will 
perish miserably. After banishing: our first parents, God placed at 
the gates of Paradise, a Cherub with a fiery sword, fo guard the 
path to the tree of life, What Paradise was to our first parents, the 
Sacred atid divine Heart of Jesus is to ys in the new law, but there 
is no Cherub with a flaming sword tò prohibit the entrance fo 
strangers, this door oF Paradise stands open to all, no one, not even 
the lowest-is excluded. For this téason the Lord desired to be laid 
in the sight of afl in the crib; this is why He. associated with all 
mankind, and suffered within view of all upon a mountain outside 
the gates of -Jerusalem, and allowed the door of His heart to be 
-opened with a lance, that all might find free entrance there, How 
Appropriate are here the words of the Prophet: “This is the gate of 
the Lord, the just.shall enter into it.” (Ps, oxvii, 20.) ` 
Christian soul {is not the door of life, and the gate of salvation 
opened to thee, by the Ignce of the soldiers? Why then dost thon 
hesitate or fear to approach the Most Sacred. Heart of Jesus, even 


though it be surrounded by thorns? “Open ye to me the gates of 


justice,” thas prays the royal poet, in the 117th Psalm, (19 verse) s 
"I will go into them, and give praise to the Lord” What does this 
door of justice signify other than-the Most Sacred, wounded and 
opened Heart of Jesus crucified, in which dwells justice in as much 
ag the satisfaction which it accomplished has reconciled the heavenly 
Father. “Behold, says the venerable P. Amibrose Spinola, “what 
He has done and suffered for thee! He opened to thée His heart, 
that you might behold how much. it has already spent itself for the 
sake of thy salyation, that you might see with what love He has 
always loved, thee, and that thereby you might have confidence to 
enter into the wound of this burning heart, after having torn thy~ 
self away Trom the turmoil of the world.” Holy Writ relates of the 
Patriarch Jacob, that whet he sas that wonderful ladder, the top 
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of which reached into ‘heayen, with the angels of God ascending and 
descending, and also saw fhe Lord Himself standing upon the Tad- 
der as if He were. holding: it that they might not fall therefront, 
he, exclaimed with surprise: “This is no other But fhe house 
of God, arid the gate of Heaven” (Gen. xxviii, 17.) ` Herein is 
hidden a great mystery. The ladder is the cross of the Lord, by 
means of whitch Christ Himself and all the elect ascend to the heay- 
etily home, The Lord who leaiied upon the ladder, is, according to 
Cornelitts 4 Lapide, Christ hanging upon the tross, nailed to it-with 
. both hands, folding this ladder for us, that we may the more easily 
ascénd to Him. By heaven opened we understand the Most Sacred 
and divine Heart of Jesus crucified, which has become the door of 
salvation for all, and the sure gate of heaven: “Verily, this is no. 
-other but the house of God, and the gate of heaven” ; 

To this the divine Saviour seems to have alluded when in Joi 
(x, 9) He says: "Iam the door, If any one enter by me, he shall. 
be savéd, and ‘he shall go.in, and go out, aud shall find pastures: 
and he shall have life, and he-will have it in abundance, here by 
grace, there by glory, O Christian soul! consider yell what a 
kind Master thou hast, so that you may say truly: “The Lord ruleth 
me, and T shall want nothing, He hath set.mein a place of pasture,” 
(Ps, xxii, 2), “for the Lord offers thee His most Sacred and amiable 

_ Heart not.énly as food, but also as the door of.eternal life, Enter ‘ 
now through this door by devout meditation, so that you may 
find in the same an everlasting dwelling place, 

Great respect is shown for 4 sacred door, preseryed at Rome; 
which once belonged to Pilate’s palace at Jerusalem, and through 
which the true King of Israel, the divine Saviour, entered several 
times during His passion. Another sacred door held in high es- 
teem is the one of the Vatican at Rome, which every Jubifee. year 
is opened with great solernnities by the Pope, and closed again at 
the end of the Jubilee. Through this door the faithful offer craw! 
upor their knees into the sanctuary, there to gain the plenary indul- 
gence, 

But much holier, more venerable is that door of true life, the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, of which St. Augustine says; “Longinus 
opened for nie the side of Christ with the lance, I entered there, andl 
tested safe in the Must Sacred Heart of Jesus” The high priest 
‘used fo enter into the Holy of Holies by a door made-of olive wood, 
“and in the éntrance of the oracle he made little doors of olive tres.” 





P ie 


‘ SERMONS ON THE SACRED HEART, ar 
{3 Kings vi, 31) The olive tree is a type of peace and mercy, and 


‘for this reason, according to the opinion of St, Ambrose, while all 


other trees were destroyed by the fodd, the olive iree alone was pre~ 
served by God, and Noe’s dove broke off this tree the green, btanch 
asa sign of peace-and mercy, 

O Most Sacred Heart of Jesus! Thou att truly that door of alive 
‘wood, The door df peace and mercy. Whosoever enters this door 
‘with a devout and contrite heart will find abundant pasture, and. 
possess eternal life, 

O may then all enter into this door of the Most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, for there is room for all, even for the most miserable and 
despairing sinner, 

Christian soul! Why art thou sorrowful? Thot hast a place of 
refuge in the Sacred Heart. of Jesus crucified; there thou wilt find 
a Sure protection in all your trials, in, persecutiéns, and dangers, in 
yexations and temptations. “Enter thou into the rock, and hide 
thee in the pit, from the face of the fear of the Lord,” writes Isaias 
Sabet which means? Fly to Christ; hide thyself in the wotnds of , 


O Christian souls! there is 4 place of rest for you all in the Most 
Sacred Heart; why do you seek shadows? Go to the Sacred. Heart 
of Jesus: “This i is the gate of the Lord, the just shall enter into it.” 
(Ps, cxvii,20,.) Amen, 


